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Opening of Aylesbury’s newest church school 



By Jo Duckies 



A GRAND opening marked the 
start of term at Aylesbury Vale 
Academy, the newest church 
school in the Diocese of Oxford. 

Students donned their smart 
new uniforms to start classes at 
the Aylesbury Academy, on the 
site of the former Quarrendon 
School, exactly one year after 
the opening of the Oxford 
Academy, in the former Peers 
School building. 

Both academies are sponsored 
by the Diocese, as part of a 
Government drive to improve 
schools in deprived areas. Up 
and down the country faith or 
voluntary groups work in 
partnership with local 
authorities to improve schools in 
deprived areas by creating 
academies to help raise 
aspirations and standards. 
Leslie Stephen, Director of the 
Oxford Diocesan Board of 



Education, said: ‘The opening 
of the Aylesbury Vale Academy is 
an exciting day for us all. 

‘The Academy is a 21 st century 
expression of the Church of 
England’s historic mission to 
provide education, and we look 
forward to a long and successful 
working relationship. 

‘As sponsors, we will work hard 
to make sure that Aylesbury Vale 
becomes an outstanding 
community Academy that 
provides excellent education for 
its students and plays a key part 
in the local communities.’ 

Bishop of Buckingham, the Rt 
Revd AJan Wilson, performed 
the opening ceremony on 
Monday, September 7. Academy 
principal, Jonathan Johnson, 
was headteacher of the former 
Quarrendon School. 

He said: ‘The school did a lot 
of work to raise standards, but 
was not fit for purpose and we 
decided to do something radical 



and become an academy. We are 
still based in the old building, 
serving a deprived area of 
Aylesbury. 

‘However, in 2012 we will 



move to a new building on a new 
housing estate.’ 



CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 



‘Count the cost of your carbon footprint’ says Church 



“COUNT the cost of your 
carbon footprint for the sake of 
the developing world”. This is 
the message from the Church of 
England, after its bishops spent 
a week meeting in Oxford. 

They launched the Church’s 
Climate Justice Fund, backed by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury 
and the Government, which 
offers a practical way of 
responding to the challenges of 
climate change. The web-based 
resource is managed by aid 
agency Tearfund and helps 



people to calculate their carbon 
footprint and compare it with 
what is considered to be their 
‘fair share’ of emissions. 

Any additional carbon usage is 
calculated into a financial 
equivalent, donated to a unique 
fund supporting churches in 
developing countries to help 
their communities adapt to the 
effects of climate change. The 
Fund will support Anglican 
churches in Africa to respond to 
disasters caused by climate 
change, such as flooding. 



The Bishop of Oxford, the Rt 
Revd John Pritchard, said: 
‘Climate change is something we 
have been discussing a great 
deal in our churches across 
Oxfordshire, Berkshire and 
Buckinghamshire. 

‘As someone once said, 
“Forget making poverty history. 
Climate change will make 
poverty permanent; and it’s the 
poor countries that will be 
affected most.” 

‘Protecting our privileged 
lifestyles at the expense of the 



poor countries is simply morally 
unacceptable. 

‘What’s needed is both 
changes in our western lifestyle 
of unrestrained consumption 
and financial compensation for 
those most affected. 

‘The launch of the Fund is a 
significant statement in the run- 
up to the Copenhagen Climate 
Change Summit in December. 
It’s easy to take part and the 
effects on the ground will be real 
and long-lasting.’ 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 y 
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by Canon Edmund Newell 

After eight 

C athedrals are experiencing a 
renaissance. Many have 
increasing attendance, 

particularly at major festivals; 
some are growing as centres for the arts, 
debate and education. Having been at 
Christ Church Cathedral for nine 
months, after eight years at St Paul’s, it’s 
interesting to examine what lies behind 
this. 

One explanation is that cathedrals 
provide a safe space for those on the 
edge of church life. Cathedrals can act as 
a bridge between organised religion and 
those on the fringe. When these are 
added to the regulars, international 
visitors, and occasional worshippers 
cathedral congregations are often a 
fascinating, eclectic mix. 

This observation lies behind our new 
After Eight service. Centred round 
conversations with well-known visiting 
speakers, After Eight takes a thematic 
approach to worship. Services begin on 
11 October with ‘Faithful Scientists’ in 
which leading figures from the world of 
science discuss the connections between 
science and religion. In November the 
‘The Art of Faith’ will explore religious 
inspiration in the arts. The series 
planned for 2010 include a look at ‘The 
Subversive Jesus’ of the gospels, the 
place of ‘The Golden Rule’ across 
religions, and the spirituality of ‘Thin 
Places’ in the British Isles. Speakers 
include author Geoffrey Moorhouse, 
Whitbread Prize winning poet Michael 
Symmons Roberts, children’s writer Julia 
Golding, imam Monawar Hussain, and 
musician Adrian Snell. 

One of the things I’ve appreciated 
most since coming to Christ Church is its 
wonderful architecture. While its layout 
can be frustrating for large services, it 
has an intimacy and atmosphere that few 
cathedrals can offer. This will be an 
important element in After Eight, which 
we hope will bring together committed 
Christians and those who are curious 
about religion. 

If you’re yet to discover your beautiful 
cathedral, or would like to experience it 
in a new and interesting way, come along 
on Sundays at 8.00 pm during university 
terms. You’ll be very welcome, and 
hopefully will experience something 
special. 

Canon Edmund Newell is Sub-Dean of 
Christ Church, Oxford, and was formerly 
Chancellor of St Pauls Cathedral, London. 
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Thought for 
the month 

by David Winter 



Now to him who is able to keep you from 
falling, and to make you stand without 
blemish in the presence of his glory with 
rejoicing, to the only God our Saviour, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, 
majesty, power, and authority, before all time 
and now and forever. Amen. Jude 1:24 

he magnificent ascription 
which ends the otherwise 
rather hectoring letter of 
Jude has become part of the 
liturgy of many churches 
and the ‘prayer library’ of many 
Christians. To be fair to him, having 
spent most of his short letter 
denouncing every kind of error, apostasy 
and sin that he could think of, Jude 
offers at the end these wonderful words 
of encouragement and faith, even 
calling on his readers to ‘have mercy on 
some who are wavering’. 

However, the general tone of the 
letter seems more consistent with the 
title ‘Zealot’ which Luke ascribes to 
Jude’s usual apostolic ‘partner 4 , Simon 
(6:15). Perhaps both of them were 
known in the apostolic band for the zeal 
with which they pursued their faith. The 
Church celebrates them together on 
October 28th. The Gospels tell us little 
about them. Jude is described as the 
brother of James and as one of the 
‘brothers of the Lord’. Simon is called 
by the Gospels either ‘the Canaanite’ or 
‘the Zealot’. 

The latter title may mean that he 
formerly belonged to one of the strict 
Jewish sects, or indeed that he had been 
a ‘freedom fighter’ (or terrorist, as the 
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Romans would have seen him). 

Simon and Jude were linked together 
in church records from quite early 
times, following a strong tradition that 
together they carried the gospel to 
Persia and were martyred there. Less 
seriously, Jude has become known as the 
patron saint of lost causes - hopeless law 
cases, precious lost objects and that kind 
of thing. Why, is a mystery. It has been 
suggested that it’s because his name is 
similar to that of the betrayer of Jesus, 
and he suffered guilt by mistaken 
association. 

Somewhere in the distant past 
someone thought that such a man 
would understand what it felt like to be 
up against an insoluble dilemma! 

Simon and Jude stand together as 
reminders that it is not always those who 
grab the headlines who are the most 
dedicated in God’s service. They were 
called by Jesus. They followed him from 
the beginning to Gethsemane, Golgotha 
and the upper room. 

If, as one may suppose, they then went 
off in obedience to his command to 
carry the message to Gentile lands, and 
especially if they gave their lives for the 
cause, then they, too, are among the 
great apostolic pioneers of the faith. 

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser 
on Evangelism, former BBC head of religious 
affairs, a bmadcaster and author of many books. 



LETTERS 



Sharing of Communion 

I read Bishop John’s comments concerning 
the sharing of the Roman Catholic 
communion and offer this experience. We 
spent last winter in France and worshipped 
in a small ecumenical church which met in a 
Roman Catholic chapel. 

During the Week for Christian Unity, we 
had a joint “Celebration cecumenique de 
I’Eucharistie” with the Catholic congregation 
in a mixture of English and French led by the 
Anglican Chaplain from Toulouse and the 
two Catholic Abbes (priests) from the 
chapel. 

Sharing a service in a mixed language 
and in which Protestants and Catholics 
shared communion was an awesome 
experience. The hymn ‘Bind us together 
Lord’ was especially moving. 

The Catholic Bishop of Montauban had 
given permission for the joint celebration of 
the sacrament. The only proviso was that the 
Anglican priest had to consecrate the 
elements but the Catholic priests were able 
to help in their distribution. Is this a way 
forward? 

John Newitt, Reading 



Open Door - order your Christmas copies now 

AS the October Door goes to press the editorial team is starting work on the Christmas 
edition of Open Door. 

It will be filled with ideas and stories for the festive season and is aimed at families on 
the fringes of the church. To order your copies contact Debbie Dallimore on 01 865 
208225 or visit www.oxford.anglican.org/opendoor 



Comings and Goings * 

Revd Richard Chand will take up post 
as Associate Priest at St James, Cowley; 
Revd David Williams will take up post 
as Team Rector at Risborough; Revd 
David Elliott will take up post of Priest 
in Charge at Holy Trinity, Reading; Revd 
David Pickering will take up post as 
Priest in Charge at Fyfield with Tubney 
and Kingston Bagpuize; Revd Em 
Coley will take up post as Associate 
Priest at Kennington, Radley and 
Sunningwell; Revd Dr Robin Grayson 



will take up post as Team Rector and 
Associate Area Dean at Burnham and 
Slough; Revd Nelva Moss has retired 
from her post as Team Vicarfor the 
Langtree Benefice; Revd Tom Farrell 
has been given permission to officiate in 
the Buckingham area; Revd Canon 
Robert Teare has been given permission 
to officiate; Revd Barbara Webb has 
been given permission to officate; Revd 
Professor Mark Williams has been 
given permission to officiate in the 
Dorchester area; Revd Liz Johnson has 
been given permission to officiate. 
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Opening of Aylesbury s newest 
church school 



CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 ▼ 

Jonathan said: ‘We will 

continue to serve students from 
the same catchment area, but 
also take in the new estate.’ 
Jonathan was excited about 
plunging into the academy’s 
first term. He said: ‘It’s an 
honour and a privilege to serve 
this community. I have been 
embraced and welcomed here 
since day one. I have the best job 
in the world. 

‘The academy is about 
providing an inclusive frame 
work based on Christian 
principles and values that no 
one can argue against. It’s a 
values based academy. The new 
school features an innovation 
room complete with state-of-the- 
art ICT equipment and a 
refurbished reception area 
decorated in bold shades of 



blue, the academy’s new official 
colour. 

Students at the academy will 
be placed in one of three 
colleges, each named after 
historically famous scientists to 
reflect the Academy’s focus on 
science and ICT: Faraday, Nobel 
and Franklin. 

The academy’s new uniform is 
composed of grey skirts or 
trousers, white shirts and blue 
blazers adorned with the 
individual college logos. 

Also new will be the “vertical 
grouping” teaching system 
adopted by the academy, under 
which students of different ages 
will be placed in groups for a 
half hour of tutoring each day. 
This gives older pupils the 
opportunity to mentor younger 
ones and develop a sense of 
responsibility and leadership. 



‘Count the cost of your carbon 
footprint’ says Church 




New Ride and Stride challenge 




A NEW cycling challenge took place on the day of the annual 
Ride and Stride to raise funds for the country’s historic 
churches. 

As usual thousands of people were riding and striding to as 
many churches as possible throughout Saturday, September 12, 
including leader of the Conservative party and Witney MP, David 
Cameron, who visited more than six churches in West 
Oxfordshire, including Chadlington and Charlbury. 

And a team of cyclists (pictured above) were pedalling from St 
Paul’s Church, Bedford, to Oxford’s Christ Church Cathedral. It 
is hoped that in years to come the journey will become an 
‘OxBedbridge’ ride, with cyclists taking a two day weekend to 
ride from Oxford to Cambridge. For 2009, the focus is on 
regenerating connections between Bedford and Oxford by 
cycling along routes that follow the line of the regenerating 
western section of the east-west railway route, the National Cycle 
Route 51, also known as the University Way. The route also 
passes through Bletchley Park, in Milton Keynes, which has 
World War Two intelligence links to Bedford. 



Archbishop’s pledge to support Ashraf refugees 



CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 ▼ 
Bishop John said: ‘The 

Climate Justice Fund is another 
brick in the wall that says we 
must stop climate chaos. It’s a 
positive and hopeful initiative 
from the Church of England, 
and I really hope it will be well 
taken up. The Revd Professor 
Ian James, Diocesan 
Environment Officer for Oxford 
Diocese, said: ‘We know that the 
impacts of climate change will 
affect all of us, but the poorest, 
many of whom bear the least 
responsibility for climate 
change, are most affected. The 
Climate Justice Fund offers us 
the opportunity to think how we 
can “shrink our footprint” and, 
at the same time, to take 
responsibility for the impact on 
some of the world’s poorest 
people of those emissions we 
have not yet cut.’ 

Maranda St John Nicolle, 
World Development Adviser for 
Oxford Diocese, said:, “The 
Climate Justice Fund 
complements the work Oxford 
Diocese churches, schools and 



THE ARCHBISHOP of 

Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams, 
prayed with hunger strikers and 
pledged to support refugees in 
Camp Ashraf in Iraq, during a 
meeting in Oxford. 

The Archbishop was 

approached in Oxford by three 
hunger strikers during the 
College of Bishops, an annual 
meeting of all of the Church of 
England’s bishops, in 
September. 

It was the first time the 
meeting had taken place in the 
city. Across the world people are 
protesting at the treatment of 



congregation members are 
already doing to care for the 
environment and seek justice for 
our global neighbours. The 
projects being supported will 
make a tremendous difference 
to partner churches: we hope 
churches and individuals 
throughout our Diocese will give 
the fund their fullest support.” 
The Fund has the backing of 
the Government. Energy and 
Climate Change Secretary, Ed 
Miliband, said: ‘Communities 
around the world know that 
climate change isn’t an issue for 
future generations, it’s an issue 
for now. At the heart of the 
Climate Justice Fund is the 
knowledge that every one of us 
can make a difference, whether 
from helping individuals or 
demanding an ambitious 
agreement when the world 
gathers in Copenhagen this 
December. 



ONLINE 



For the online resource see: 

www.climatejustice.org 



people in Camp Ashraf, which is 
home to 3,500 Iranian refugees. 
The camp was attacked by the 
Iraqi Army in July when 36 
people were imprisoned and 11 
were killed. 

Bishop of Oxford, the Rt Revd 
John Pritchard, was at the 
meeting, along with Oxford- 
based campaigner Mahi Stokes. 

Bishop John said: ‘The 

Archbishop was clearly moved 
when he met three of the 
hunger strikers and heard their 
stories. Each one had either 
been in prison or had family 
members in prison in Iran for 
peaceful protest. 



‘The three hunger strikers 
who came to Oxford, including 
a young woman of 19, were on 
day 50 of their action and a 
number of their colleagues had 
been hospitalised. 

‘The Archbishop listened 
attentively to the stories he was 
told and promised new lines of 
action to help resolve the Ashraf 
situation. 

‘He also prayed with these 
people, and their indefatigable 
advocate Mrs Stokes. This prayer 
was greatly appreciated by these 
gallant people.’ Bishop John has 
written to clergy across the 
diocese, highlighting the plight 



of people in Camp Ashraf. 

He added: ‘If you feel moved 
to pray about the situation, 
and/or to write to the 
Government, the US 
Ambassador, or the Iraqi 
Ambassador, that would be 
good.’ 



ONLINE 



To see Bishop John's message 
on Camp Ashraf visit 

www.oxford.anglican.org/ 

page/ASHRAF 
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Historic concerts 

TWO churches in the Diocese of 
Oxford will be throwing open 
their doors as part of a national 
Birthday Song event to highlight 
the work of the Churches 
Conservation Trust. 

St Peter’s, Wallingford, 
Oxfordshire and St 
Bartholomew’s, Lower Basildon, 
Berkshire, will be two of 40 
churches across the UK putting 
on shows to give people the 
chance to rediscover the historic 
buildings and to celebrate the 
Churches Conservation Trust’s 
40th Anniversary. 

Former Kings singer and well 
known radio and television 
Presenter, Brian Kay, will lead a 
choral workshop at St Peter’s on 
October 3, 1 0am to 5pm. Tickets 
cost £1 0 (£5 for the under 30s) 
and are available from Roger 
Morgan at 

r.morgan6@ntlworld.com or 
01491 837494. Cn October 4 
at 3pm Cameo Singers will 
perform at St Bartholomew’s. 
There will also be tower and 
hand bell ringing. For a free 
place contact Lorna White on 
0118 978 3126. 



Evangelism forum 

BOOK now to join the first 
annual Evangelism Forum on 6 
November 2009. 

This is a new initiative for 
clergy and lay people who are 
actively involved in the mission of 
their church. It will be led by the 
Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd 
Stephen Cottrell and the Revd 
Roger Morgan from ReSource. 
Bishop Stephen will offer a vision 
for evangelism, while Roger will 
look at some of the practicalities 
of evangelism based on his 
experience as a parish priest in 
Leicester. There will also be 
presentations from 
representatives of parishes who 
are seeing their churches grow 
through mission. Space is 
limited, so please book now to 
avoid disappointment. The event 
takes place 9.30am for 1 0am to 
4pm at CMS Oxford, OX4 6BZ. 
Cost tbc but c.£20pp and group 
discounts will be available. Email 
•evangelisio.k)ruf«@ 0 xf€>r€ijangltoan. 
org to book. 

The rural church 

TOP quality biblical, theological 
and historical input will be part of 
discussions at a conference for 
the rural church. 

Through a Strange Land: leading 
the rural church into the future is 
for anyone involved in multi 
parish benefices. It aims to 
acknowledge the challenges that 
face rural parishes, to share 
encouraging stories and inspire 
people with hope. 

The conference costs £40 per 
delegate. For booking enquiries 
contact Ruth Wilson on 
ruth.wilson@oxford.anglican.org 
or 01865 208252. 
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birthday? 

9.2 million children under 5 died in 2007, most of them from preventable 
diseases * Our vision and prayer is that every child can live life in all its 
fullness. For 60p' a day, you can help a vulnerable child and their community 
gain access to basic healthcare, education, enough food and clean, 
safe water. Your support will help them change their world for good. 

“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to the least of these... you did it to me.” 
Matthew 25:40, NRSV 



Please become a child sponsor now. 

Call 0800 50 10 10 or visit worldvision.org.uk 



*UNICEF (published in The Lancet, September 2008) |78.3% of your donations goes direct to charitable activities. The rest goes to generating funds and governance. 
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home insurance for church members 

plus win a fantastic break at an English Heritage holiday cottage 
and £250 spending money 

To celebrate the launch of our five-star home insurance specially designed for church members, we're offering 
you special discounts. Plus, we re giving you the chance to win a stay at an English Heritage holiday cottage 
where you can enjoy history, architecture and relaxation. Each cottage is based in a stunning location and 
there are 1 3 properties to choose from. You’ll return home revived and inspired 1 

Simply complete and return the coupon for your chance to win. Let us know your home insurance renewal 
month and we’ll give you a free, no obligation quote nearer the time. The discounts are available to church 
members who take buildings and contents. The closing date is 31 December 2009. 




Home Insurance renewal month 

[ Get over 20% off Ecclesiastical home 

insurance. Why not let us call to give you a 
no-obligation quote? Just tell us your renewal 
month, and we’ll call nearer the time. 

Month 

Drnta 



Data Protection 




WORKING 

TOGETHER 

WITH 



$ 



Any persona! data submitted by you will be processed in 
accordance with our Privacy Policy, a copy of which is available on 

. ■ U, ,, 




Insuring, Investing and Protecting 



ENGLISH HERITAGE 



members of the Ecclesiastical Insurance Group, as well as third 
parties whose products and services we believe may be of interest 
to you. I do not wish to receive marketing materials electronically 



from members of the Ecclesiastical insurance Group Q I do not 



Find out more about English Heritage cottages at www.enghsh-heritage org.uk/holidaycottages 

As with all insurance policies, terms and conditions apply. Please ask for a copy of our policy booklet for details. 

This offer is subject to availability and may be withdrawn. The total prize value is up to £1 250 including spending money. 
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Charity walk raises £100, 000 




THERE are more than 1.5 million 
people with learning disabilities in the 
UK. They are in every parish and 
community, but are often invisible in our 
communities. 

Which is why Tony Phelps-Jones, 
director of Reading-based charity, 

Mission and Ministry Prospects, is 
walking 1,000 miles in 10 weeks. The 
walk has so far taken him from Lands 
End to John O’Groats and from 
Skegness to Belfast. The final leg is set to 
take him across the Oxford Diocese, 
between October 4 and 8. 

During the walk he wore a sign stating 
‘I’m walking 1,000 miles this summer, 
ask me why?’ on his rucksack and has 
been joined by more than 1,000 people 
with learning disabilities, all of them 
walking at least one mile with him. 

He says: ‘People with learning 
disabilities are often marginalised in our 
society today. I want to raise awareness of 
their needs. I want to help people with 
learning disabilities in society, in our 
communities, in our churches. I want 
them to be valued for who they are.’ 

During the walk Tony has enjoyed 
plenty of chance conversations which 
have revealed just how much pain is felt 

Former Birmin 
becomes Oxfori 

THE Bishop of Oxford the Rt Revd John 
Pritchard is delighted to announce that the 
Very Revd Bob Wilkes (pictured right) is to 
become the next City Rector. 

Bob, who has been Dean of 
Birmingham since March 2006, is to 
become Priest-in-Charge of the City 
Church, St Michael at the Northgate. St 
Michael’s is an ancient church in the city 
centre, with much potential for midweek 
ministry among the local businesses and 
the tourists who pass by. As City Rector, 
Bob will have a particular call to relate 
with Oxford City Council in its policy 
making and with its staff. 

Bishop John said: ‘I’m delighted we are 
to be joined by a priest of such wide 
experience and ability. Bob’s work with 
such diverse communities as Liverpool, 
Afghanistan, Birmingham and elsewhere 
demonstrate that he has much to offer to 
ministry in the centre of Oxford.’ 



by the relations of people with learning 
disabilities, at their treatment not only 
by society, but also by the church. He 
says: ‘I hope to raise £100,000 to provide 
resources to enable people with learning 
disabilities to be included in their 
communities and churches and become 
a visible part of society. ’ 

Tony’s walk will end on Tuesday, 
October 6 with a celebration at St 
Andrew’s Church, Oxford. He will then 
set off from Iffley to walk along the 
Thames the next day, ending with a 
celebration at Greyfriars Church, led by 
people with learning disabilities. All are 
welcome to walk the last mile with Tony, 
setting off from the Fisherman’s Cottage 
Pub at 4.30pm. 

Mission and Ministry Prospects is a 
voluntary Christian organisation that 
supports people with learning disabilities 
so that they can develop a range of skills 
and live as independently as possible. 



ONLINE 



To read Tony’s blog or sponsor him 
visit 

www.prospects.org.uk/walkwithme. 



ham Dean 
City Rector 
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A cake at the races 

THE Bishop of Reading the Rt Revd 
Stephen Cottrell presented Betty Stebbing 
(pictured) with a 
card and a f 
bouquet of flowers | 
to mark 25 years 
of serving tea, 
sandwiches and 





cakes to Ascot 
race goers. 

Betty and 
another 

parishioner began 
serving from the 

newly built All Saints Church Hall in Ascot 
in 1 984. Since then the service has 
become a licensed buffet which provides 
refreshments before and after the races. 



Help wanted on schools 
admissions panels 

Panel members and appeal clerks are 
needed for church schools admissions 
hearings. 

Last year 465 hearings were held across 
the diocese. Panel members are volunteers 
but travel expenses can be paid. Clerks 
are paid to attend meetings, note the 
proceedings and notify all parties of panels’ 
decisions. 

Full training is given for both roles. For 
more information contact Christine Jones, 
appeals officer on 

christine.jones@oxford.anglican.org or call 
01865 208279. 



Fine furniture for church and home | 

| Ronald Emettfpl 

01935 891033 ronald@emett.co.uk I 
See it all at 

www.ronaldemettfurniture.com . 



Life Transforming Training 
in Healing, Discipleship 
& Evangelism 

(from 10 weeks to 1 year) 



WWW. 



NeverEverTheSame 



.com 
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SPECIAL OFFER 

Extended until 25th December 



R T 

KENDALL 








Minute 






ALL REGULAR CDS £9.97 + p&p 







www.crossrhythms.co.uk/direct 

OR CALL 01782251000 





MUSIC, BOOKS & DVDS FOR UFE 
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Spotlight on... 







EDWARDIAN 
OXFORD HOUSE 
TO RENT 

SUIT PROFESSIONAL 
COUPLE OR 3/4 SHARING. 

EASY ACCESS TO ALL 
HEADINGTON HOSPITALS 

PHONE: 07967 556957 

* 

) v 

Vacancies & Appointments 

With over 35,000 copies of the The Door 
distributed through churches in the Oxford 
Diocese, it makes it a great vehicle to advertise 
your vacancies in local churches. Other Christian 
and charitable organisations, including faith 
based schools and colleges, can also benefit 
from this targeted readership. 

The Door is one of six Anglican newspapers 
published through Cornerstone Vision. We can 
help take your message throughout Anglican 
Dioceses in the South and East of the country. 
The Month, serves the Chelmsford Diocese; The 
Wey - Guildford; Pompey Chimes - Portsmouth; 
Sarum Link - Salisbury and Grapevine - Bath 
and Wells. 

In addition Cornerstone also handle the 
advertising for the Canterbury Outlook; 
Southwark Bridge and Rochester Link. 

To find out more telephone: 01752 225623 




if s amazing how much you can get out of a little Church 

Parish Community Worker 



Alderholt is a large rural Dorset village where 
community really happens. We wish to 
appoint a Parish Community Worker to reach 
out into our parish in new ways and to 
encourage and extend our ministry across the 
whole community. We are looking for an 
energetic and committed individual to lead 
community and event based mission and to 
develop all age and intergenerational 
opportunities for exploring the Christian faith. 

2 Year Temporary Appointment (potentially 
extendable to 3 years) 

Salary £18,000 to £21 ,000 pa dependent on 
experience 

For more information and an application pack contact: 

Jean Mortimer, 102 Station Road, Alderholt, 
Fordingbridge, Hants SP6 3AZ 
E: churchwardens@stjamesalderholt.org.uk 

Closing date for receipt of applications: 7* Nov. 2009 



A tale of two communities 

Since 2005 the village of Cholsey in South Oxfordshire has been involved in a community 
linking project with Kodumela in Limpopo Province of South Africa. The project, known as 
Choko, has seen links grow between the communities’ schools, churches and farms. Here 
Ann Powell, of Cholsey, describes some of the scheme’s successes. 



mmm m Vi-iH IT . mm . • iM MliiM i» .iav v '.Mi 

Sustainable changes to the lives of people in the project area: 
Special Needs Centre 



DURING the 2007 visit we were all 
very touched by the story of the 
mother of a disabled child, Mrs 
Mashumu, who decided something 
needed to be done for all the special 
needs children in the area. 

She walked to every home to 
identify the children in question, 
then arranged for them to meet in a 
disused church which had a damaged 
roof and no floor, so was not wanted 
for any other purpose. She then 
negotiated with the local chief to give 
her a 99 year lease on some land to 
build a centre. Following our visit, 
Choko made that the focus of fund 
raising and, within one year, raised 
the £25,000 required to build the 
centre and £3,000 to equip it. 

We were able to see the foundations 
in April 2009. Mrs Mashumu and 
the Kodumela ADP have got local 
involvement from the Ministry of 




Health and the new centre includes a 
gymnasium for physiotherapy. 

In the photo, Choko visitors and 
Morabudi Centre members stand in 
the foundations of the new building. 



The child at the front is holding a 
plaque presented by us which says the 
Centre was a gift from their friends in 
Cholsey and South Oxfordshire. 



School links 




From the beginning, it was recognised that this needed to be a two-way link, 
so Cholsey School set up a link with Mamokaile School. 

The schools exchanged samples of course work such as art, poetry, work 
done in maths lessons. During the 2009 visit, the Cholsey School 
representative, Val Bolt, was able to discuss lesson plans with the teachers of 
Mamokaile and to follow this up, teachers at Cholsey shared their work plans 
with Mamokaile. 

In 2008 a link was developed between Cholsey Pre-School and 
Mankconyane Creche and during the 2009 community visit the Head of 
Crowmarsh School was able to spend time in Masekane School, where she 
handed over a scrap book about Crowmarsh School and some playground 
equipment. The photos show school work from Cholsey School on display in 
a classroom at Mamokaile School. 




Building cohesion between 

... • . . 

communities: community visits 

In 2007 and 2009, Choko supporters went on 
self-funded community visits to the project. 

Here we were able to see first hand the results 
of our fund raising efforts. An example is the 
grinding mill, for which funding was sent by- 
St Mary’s Church. A small mill was purchased as villagers had to walk 
many miles to reach commercial milling companies, which insisted on 
having large quantities of maize before they would grind it. 

Many times, this required villagers to purchase the more expensive 
maize from the company to make up the minimum weight. The mill at 
the project office will grind small quantities and has been so successful 
that the modest charges they make for their produce have allowed them 
to employ two staff members and purchase a large mill so that, at peak 
times three outlets are running. 

The photo shows the two outlets on the new machine, with the feeder tray for 
the original machine funded by St Mary ’s in the foreground. 

The aims of Choko are: 

- To build cohesion between communities 

- To fund the special needs centre 

- In the long term to make a sustainable change to the lives of people 
Kodumela. 
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To achieve this. Choko needed to: 

- Raise money 

- Become an easily recognisable brand and be known as providers of good 
events and products. 

Choko was set up with the help of Milton Keynes development agency, World Vision. 




Rain Water Harvesting Project 

OUR latest project is to support the Roof 
To Garden Rain Water Harvesting system. 

Two hundred early beneficiary 
households will be established as examples 
and given modest equipment and seeds to 
get them started. _ 

Training will be 
given to 40 leader 
farmers on trench 
gardening, a highly 
appropriate 
farming method 
that has proved its 
worth in a number 
of World Vision projects. Having been 
trained, each of them will train up another 
20 farmers within the first year. 

This will require a total of $50,000 to be 
raised by Choko to complete the full 
project. As it will be implemented in 
phases, it can start once we send the first 
instalment. The photo shows the type of trench 
garden which will allow each home to produce 
vegetable for consumption and sale. 



ONLINE 



Visit www.choko.org, uk and blog at 
www.chokonewslettevs.blogspot.com 

for more information and to get involved. 
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HILDREN in Chearsley, near 
Thame, were encouraged to get to 
know Jesus better by walking in his 
footsteps during a special day-long event. 

The day started in the village hall 
making all sorts of craft items from 
glittery doves hanging from strings to 
cardboard swords and shields to be used 
later as props in the drama. 

Older children and teenagers made a 
large cardboard fishing boat complete 
with mast, which formed part of a happy, 
carnival-like procession through the 
village lanes to a large garden with pond 
where the children paddled, ducked 
their head in the water and learnt about 
the baptism of Jesus. 

It was then time for a picnic lunch 
and the story of The Feeding 
of the 5000. Next 
came a walk up 
the hill to 
Jerusalem 
(the church), 
past the well- 
known village 
donkeys. At 
Jerusalem, the 
older children 
acted out the last 




Irauma conference planned 

A CONFERENCE to empower parents and 

professionals to cope with children who 
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supper, crucifixion, burial and 
resurrection of Jesus, while the younger 
ones enjoyed painting their feet to make 
footprints on a big banner. The event, on 



Tuesday, 25 August was a great, fun day 
for all and an occasion the children are 
asking for it to be repeated next year. 




Setting the (CRB) record straight 



san adoption and family support 
charity, Parents and Children Together 
(PACT). It is aimed at adoptive 




concessions) with discounts for parties ( 
10. For bookings or enquiries contact ”* " 
at mfo@pactchanty.r~~ — ~ 

7600. 




T here has been a good deal of press 
coverage recently, some of it 
inaccurate, about aspects of the 
Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) 
checking process, writes Stephen 
Barber. 

This has ranged from suggestions that 
headteachers will be prosecuted if 
someone who has not been vetted visits 
their school, through to the idea that 
better procedures to protect children 
won’t, in practice, make any difference. 

This article aims to correct the 
misapprehensions and reassure anyone 
involved in children’s work in their 
church about the vetting process. The 
system is about to change slightly, as 
workers will soon have to register with 
the new Independent Safeguarding 
Authority (ISA). 

While the CRB check is a useful part of 
the recruitment process for paid or 
voluntary workers with children and 
young people, it is not the whole process. 



We also advise churches to use a job 
description, an interview, references, a 
confidential declaration and the 
provision of supervision, accountability, 
training, opportunities to meet others 
involved in similar work and an annual 
review. These are set out in the Diocesan 
handbook Protecting Children in the Diocese 
of Oxford and are similar to the provisions 
made by other employers. 

A small proportion of people who 
apply to work with children have a 
positive ‘disclosure’ which means they 
have convictions or cautions on their 
record. These go through a confidential 
risk assessment process. This is applied 
without exception, even though most of 
the offences disclosed are old, minor and 



ONLINE 



unrelated to children. Some do raise 
concerns, for example drink driving, 
illegal drugs, or violence. Matters which 
do not affect the safety of children will 
lead to a recommendation that there is 
no obstacle to the individual concerned 
working with young people. In a few 
cases conditions are attached to the 
recommendation or a recommendation 
is made that the person is unsuitable. 

A few people have disclosures with 
what is known as ‘approved information’. 
This is information other than 
convictions or cautions, usually about 
allegations which did not lead to criminal 
processes. These are treated in the same 
way as positive disclosures. 



For more information see www.isa-gov.org.uk 




YouthView 



by Katharine , 14 and fames , 11 




O ver the summer we took up Royal 
Society of Church Music 
scholarships to a residential choral 
course at Kingswood School in Bath. 
About 130 choristers aged 10 to 24 from all 
over the country took part. The theme was 
Faith , Hope and Love. 

We all thoroughly enjoyed singing a 
wide range of music in different styles, 
periods and languages, from traditional 
plainsong to Bob Chilcott’s Little Jazz 
Mass. 

The daily discipline of professional 
voice coaching and rehearsal culminated 



each evening in Eucharist in the school 
chapel or Compline in St Stephen’s 
Church. The anthem, Durufle’s Uhi 
Caritas was chosen for Compline - 
magical! 

The junior houses (trebles and girls 
aged 10 - 13) sang two services by 
themselves, one at the school chapel and 
the other at St Stephen’s Church. It was 
a great opportunity to show the 
intermediates and seniors how well we 
could sing. James thought it also made us 
a lot more confident for the services at 
Bath Abbey at the weekend. Evensong 
was cramped but fun. The choir was so 



large that by the time the head chorister 
had reached the altar the tenors and 
basses were still entering through the 
West Door. 

We sang Handel’s Zadok the Priest , 
which was a fantastic experience. After 
Evensong we had a chance to perform in 
an informal concert, sit and relax or have 
a party with new friends. One of the 
highlights of the week was Radio 4 
broadcasting Sunday’s morning service 
from Bath Abbey. Despite the 
unwelcome waking hour of 5am it was 
breathtaking to see the sun rise and shine 
onto the warm Bath stone and then come 
piercing through the east window. 

Among pieces performed were 
Bullock’s Give ns the Wings of Faith , He 
Came Singing Love and a Russian version 
of Psalm 121. Choral Matins and 
Evensong followed, and for all three 
services the Abbey was packed. James 



described the course as ‘pure fun!’ and 
Katharine ‘one of the best weeks of my 
life.’ 

It was wonderful to be singing and 
socialising with people who are all linked 
by serving God and their church through 
the choir, a love of music and an active 
faith. We would like to thank RSCM 
Oxford for this superb opportunity as 
well as our individual choir leaders. Just 
as we would recommend the Magdalen 
course to any chorister, so would we 
recommend this exhilarating week in 
Bath. 

Katharine and James were awarded the RSCM 
scholarship following an RSCM Oxford Easter 
Choristers Course. James is a member of 
St Helen ’s, Benson and Katharine attends 
St Michael’s, Aston Clinton. 
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ADVERTISING FEATURE: SPOTLIGHT ON EDUCATION 
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Christ Church Cathedral School 

3 Brewer Street, Oxford OX I I QW 




Does your son enjoy singing? 

Be a chorister 

on 

Saturday 7th. November 

2.45 - 7.00 pm 

An informal visit, fun, games and the chance to sing 
Evensong in the Cathedral 
0 1 865 24256 1 registrar@cccs.org.uk 



Sponsored Feature 

Education opportunity for less advantaged children 

Independent schools have not traditionally been the exclusive preserve of the very 
wealthy. The Dragon School in Oxford, for example, was founded by university dons; for 
many generations the school taught children of academics, teachers and clergymen. The 
school today still has pupils from a wide range of backgrounds who thrive at this 
outstanding and successful school. The real cost of all school fees, however, has risen by 
over 40% in the last five years alone. Significant numbers of parents who would have 
made this choice in former times cannot do so today. 

Many schools including the Dragon now offer bursary programmes to help with fees. 
Bursaries differ from scholarships, which are usually based on a competitive exam and 
may only involve a token financial reward. A bursary is a grant which does not need to be 
repaid. Bursaries are related to family financial circumstances and can cover a substanial 
portion of the fees. Dragon bursary candidates are chosen on the basis of who will benefit 
most and priority is given to the least financially advantaged. Apply now to find out more 
about this exceptional educational opportunity. 




Bursary Programme 



Financial help is available for children to experience an 
outstanding preparatory education in Oxford. 

The Dragon School, for boys and girls aged 4 to 13, is a 
dynamic school where pupils learn how to learn as well as what to learn. 

Vk 
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prep semens in tm country. 

GOOD SCHOOLS GUIDE *009 

Grants of up to 95% of school fees are offered for a number 
of day and boarding places. Entry in September 2010 
10 Year 4 will be open to children born between 1st 
September 2001 and 31st August 2002. The deadline 
lor applications will he 30th November 2009. 

Parents are warmly invited to contact the 
admissions office for further information. 



DRAGON SCHOOL • Bardwell Road • Oxford 0X2 6S$ i* 

T : +44 {0)1865 315405 • E : admissions@dragonsch 60 l.org * www.dragonsehool org * 




Choosing a school 



Deciding on a school for your children 
is a tremendously important choice. 

In many cases a child’s primary and 
secondary education can have repercussions 
throughout life. With growing concerns 
surrounding much of education in Britain today, 
it should come as little surprise that Christian 
schools maintain their popularity with parents, 
providing a strong spiritual and moral basis in 
all that they do. 

The more disciplined style of education 
seems to bear fruit and their academic results 
continue to impress and in many cases improve. 
ANGLICAN SCHOOLS 

Anglican schools continue to be popular and 
are approached by parents from across the 
denominations, as well as other faiths, who wish 
to ensure that their children can enjoy a start to 
life based on a firm foundation. 

Some schools may still be taking pupils for 
the new-year starting this month, but most will 
already be looking at the September 2010 
intake. You will find faith based schools in both 
the state supported sector offering free 
education whilst others can be found in the 
Independent Schools roster. 

Many of these schools will attract pupils from 
the local area as well as those who make use of 
the boarding facilities. 

Cost is a deciding factor for many parents 
who might well feel that they cannot afford the 
fees that many private schools charge, 
overlooking the fact that in many cases 
bursaries are available for suitable pupils who 
come from a background that does not have the 
ability to pay large fees. 

Many parents start saving when their child is 
young in order to finance them through 
secondary or higher education. It’s worth 
checking with your bank or building society to 
see what sort of schemes might be available. 
MORE TO SCHOOL THAN 
EXAMINATIONS 

It isn’t just the academic side of school that’s 




learning to nourish the human spirit 



MA in Christian Spirituality 

Last cal! for candidates to apply for our unique 
ecumenical programme offering an interdisciplinary 
exploration of Christian Spirituality. 

Delivered through intensive modules in the 
beautiful setting of Salisbury's Cathedral Close, the 
course is accessible to those who live outside 
Salisbury and overseas. 



Modules are supplemented by tutorial support for 
home-based study. 



Programme Content 

♦ Two core modules 

* Four optional modules 
« Written dissertation 

Optional modules are offered in a range of topics, 
including: Medieval Spirituality, Celtic Spirituality, 
Pastoral Ministry and Christian Spiritual Direction, 
Philosophical and Psychological Roots of Christian 
Spirituality, among others. These can also be taken 
individually by non-MA students. 



Delivered in partnership with the University of 
Winchester. 




v m m 

WINCHESTER 



Visit www.$?irgm.ac,uk/MA“deyree ot c all 
01 722 . 424827 for further information 




important, although we all know how much 
relevant examinations decide our futures, its all 
of the other activities as well. A good school 
will therefore be looking at Sport and the Arts. 
These both help to develop the whole person as 
we are each of us so much more than a bank of 
knowledge. Many schools offer the opportunity 
of travel or adventure training in order to 
broaden the mind. 

DECIDING ON THE FUTURE 

It’s a very similar story with further education 
and many pupils will be looking towards 
subjects to study a A Levels and then on 
towards Degrees or other forms of further 
education. A lot of prayer and advice will be 
undertaken in deciding what path to follow, 
even when inherent talents seem to make the 
choice a little more obvious. 



I luiigry (or ( Hie World 



Churches throughout the Diocese are invited to join 
others throughout the country in taking part in the 
annual One World Week event that runs from 18th to 
25th October. 

The week aims to provide a space for people from 
diverse background to come together to talk about global 
justice, to spread that learning and use it to challenge 
inequality, discrimination and degradation both locally 
and globally. 

Many churches use the material provided for Christian 
churches to join the wider community, including schools 
to address the issues. In many cases through music and 
dance we can have a colourful and enjoyable time. 
Whilst it might be a bit late to organise a large event most 
of the materials need to participate are available to 
download from the website: www.oneworldweek.org 
Under the Christian resources a wealth of information 
can be found from an Order of Service, articles, readings 
and prayers plus hymn suggestions. 

A training day back in March shared in a personal 
message from Archbishop Desmond Tutu. ‘Thank you 
for having the passion the people who support the One 
World project have... of course we are now facing a very 
difficult situation ... however you are there and you have 
to keep reminding all of us that we are family”. 

“At core, One World Week is about all of us finding the 
shared spaces where we can come together, across 
differences, to make change happen. When we work 
with one another to understand each other's 
perspectives, we can make positive change that could 
have ripple effects across our One World”, Miland 
Kolhatkar, Chair of Trustees. 




Suppliers of: Coffee. lea, Chocolate, Milk, Sugar, Water, 
Biscuits. Disposables, Range of Coffee Machines 



Please contact us for a 

Church Package 
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This month the relics of St 
Therese of Lisieux will be 
coming to Oxford and 
Gerrards Cross at the request 
of Cardinal Cormac Murphy- 
O’Connor and the Roman 
Catholic Bishops of England 
and Wales. Archdeacon of 
Buckingham, The Ven. Karen 
Gorham tells St Therese’s 
story. 

o date the relics have visited 
nearly 40 countries around 
the world and wherever they 
have gone, many people have 
experienced conversion, healing, a 
renewed sense of vocation and 
answers to their prayers. 

Whatever we may think of relics, 
and the veneration of them, the 
lives of those the church formally 
calls saints is worthy of some 
reflection. Therese Martin was born 
to Louis and Zelie Martin on 
January 2, 1873, in Alencon, France, 
the last of their nine children. 
Therese took to heart the deep 
spirituality she experienced in her 
home. From an early age prayer and 
friendship with God were very 
important to her. 




‘ ... if we give all that we are 
to Christ we can be bearers of 
God's love and forgiveness. ’ 



At the age of 13, on Christmas Eve 
in 1886, Therese had a conversion 
experience that transformed her life 
and she felt immediately called to 
give herself to God and to follow 
her sister into joining a convent. 
When the prioress of the Carmelites 
refused to take her because she was 
so young, the formerly shy girl went 
to the bishop. 

When the bishop did not give 
permission she decided to go to the 




Pope. In the course of an audience 
with Pope Leo XIII during a 
pilgrimage to Rome she begged him 
to let her enter. Therese’s 
determination and spirit of prayer 
on that trip made an impression. In 
1888 Therese was admitted to the 
Carmelite convent in Lisieux aged 
15. She took the religious name 
Sister Therese of the Child Jesus 
and the Holy Face. Living a hidden, 
simple life of prayer, she was gifted 
with great intimacy with God. 

After a long struggle with 
tuberculosis, she died on September 
30, 1897, at the age of 24. Her last 



words reflected the story of her life: 
‘My God, I love You!’ In the convent 
she wrote an account of her life, 
which she described as the Story of a 
Soul. 

Published shortly after she died it 
has proved remarkably popular with 
people of many different faith 
traditions and has been translated 
into more than 50 languages. Her 
dream was to spend her heaven 
doing good on earth, to let fall 
from heaven a shower of roses. 
Therese was canonized in 1925. She 
has been proclaimed a Patroness of 
the Missions and in 1997 was 



declared a Doctor of the Church by 
Pope John Paul II - in tribute to the 
powerful way her spirituality has 
influenced people all over the 
world. The message of St. Therese is 
beautiful, inspiring, and simple. An 
Irish bishop, reflecting on the visit 
of St. Therese’s relics to Ireland in 
2001, said that the casket contained 
‘not just bones’ but ‘the remains of 
a burnt-out love for God.’ 
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‘ ... prayer and reflection on 
the life of Therese of Lisieux 
may help those who are 
spiritually seeking to find 
their way to God. ’ 



In each venue the casket will be 
placed on display in a prominent 
place, there will be a Mass and 
other services each day, but most of 
the time will be kept free for people 
to come and venerate the relics and 
pray for whatever is on their hearts. 
Therese’s life and writing emphasise 
that whatever our state in life, even 
if we’re unable to do great things 
for God, if we give all that we are to 
Christ we can be bearers of God’s 
love and forgiveness. 

As someone with experience of 
the Charismatic movement who 
believes that God continues to work 
today, often through determined 
faith and self-giving worship, I share 
the desire of the Roman Catholic 
Church that this focus for prayer 
and reflection on the life of 
Therese of Lisieux may help those 
who are spiritually seeking to find 
their way to God. 



The relics arrive on . 
at Oxford Oratory, 25 Woodstock 

Road at 6pm and then go on 
October to St Joseph’s, 
Austenwood, Gerrards Cross, 
Buckinghamshire 








Professional maestro launches new Didcot Community Gospel Choir 



A PROFESSIONAL musician who took 
part in the television programme, Maestro , 
is conducting the new Didcot Community 
Gospel Choir. 

Sarah Tenant-Flowers was drafted in by 
the Revd Edward Carter, to take charge 
of the new choir, which attracted more 
than 40 people to its first rehearsal at St 
Peter’s Church, Didcot. Everyone is 
welcome. When she spoke to the Door , 
Sarah was still buzzing from the success 
of the first night. 



She said: ‘I’m on cloud nine. Two 
minutes before the rehearsal was due to 
start there was hardly anyone there. Then 
one minute before lots of people came 
through the door.’ 

She said a lot of the people went along 
after being inspired by The Choir which is 
currently on BBC 1 with Gareth Malone. 
Sarah was on the television show Maestro 
last year, mentoring actor Bradley Walsh, 
who is best known for his role as Danny 
Baldwin in Coronation Street. Bradley 



was one of the contestants who battled it 
out on the reality television programme 
to become the best conductor. 

Sarah is also director of the Association 
of British Choral Directors. She read 
music at university and has trained 
numerous professional and amateur 
choirs. She also used to run the BBC’s 
Choir of the Year competition and is 
choir director at Nottingham University. 

The Didcot choir was launched after 
Edward ran some ad-hoc gospel singing 



worships, which proved to be a 
resounding success. Sarah added: ‘I’m 
grateful to Edward for setting it all up. St 
Peter’s Church is a great space, it’s very 
flexible and has great acoustics. I think 
the aim is to prepare the choir for a 
performance, but I’ll be introducing new 
songs each week, to make each rehearsal 
accesssible to newcomers.’ 

The choir meets every other 
Wednesday. The dates in October are 
Wednesdays 7 and 21. 
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Reader Offer 

Go in search 



There is no better way to experience the 
Northern Lights 

than by sailing through the sheltered 
coastal waters, on board a ship from 
the Hurtigruten fleet with the Aurora 
Borealis set against a dark sky, free 
from artifical light. 

As you glide through the Arctic twilight, 
you become one with the peaceful 
atmosphere that descends around you. 

Arctic Highlights 

This Arctic adventure travels to remote 
regions along the dramatic coastline taking 
you to the most northerly part of Norway. 
The entire duration of this tour is spent 
above the Arctic Circle, increasing your 
chances of seeing the Aurora Borealis. 

4 nights/5 days - Troms - Kirkenes - Troms 
Day 1 : Fly to Troms where you will be 
transferred to the ship 
Day 2- 3: Enjoy the voyage North, visiting 
North Cape and on to Kirkenes 
where we take part in a dog sledging 
excursion before sailing south 
Day 4: Arrive in Troms late evening, 
transfer to our centrally located hotel for an 
overnight stay 

Day 5: Some free time may be available 
before we return back to the UK 

Your Tour Includes: 

• Return Flights from London Gatwick 
• Half Board 

• Excursions to the North Cape and Husky 
Adventure (dog sledging) 

• No Single Supplement 

FREE UPGRADE TO AN OUTSIDE 
CABIN 

- for all bookings made before 
October 31st 2009 

ALL FOR JUST 
£999 Per Person 

Departing on 6th March 2010; 
13th March 2010 and 20th 
March 2010 

All holidays subject to availability. Terms 
and conditions apply. 

Call now on 0800 



048 1 055 
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This month thousands of freshers, mainly teenagers, will move out of their parents homes to head for 
universities in Oxfordshire, Berkshire and Buckinghamshire. Here the chaplains who provide spritual 
support to those students, as well as lecturers and support staff, tell their stories. 

Readme University : The Revd Mark Laynesmith 



AST year I invited the Brighton 
bomber Patrick McGee and Jo 
Berry, the daughter of one of his 
victims, to discuss forgiveness on 
the campus. Gill Hicks, who lost 
both her legs in the 7/7 bombings and a 
former Muslim extremist were also invited 
to talk during The F Word - an exhibition 
showcasing forgiveness through photo 
journalism. 

There are over 20,000 students at Reading 
now, and we try to put on a range of 
activities that will meet a whole spectrum of 
people wherever they are. A good example 
would be 'spirituality'. At one end of the 
spectrum we've just started running 'non- 
religious' quiet days for stressed post-grads 
at a local organic farm and garden. At the 
other we hold termly formal retreats at 
various monasteries for those who are sure 
of their faith. Even then we have people of 
other faiths and no faith joining us. 

I’ve been at the chaplaincy for four years 
now, and was previously a curate in north 
Yorkshire. I came into the university by 
accident. I was looking for an appropriate 
job at the end of my curacy and a friend (in 
fact, my former university chaplain) 
mentioned the Reading job was going. I 
wasn't sure about it at the time but in 
hindsight it has proved to be perfect for me, 
bringing together my own interest in 
academia and my desire to do pastoral work. 

I work in an ecumenical team of 
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chaplains, but much of the time I'm working 
in partnership with a Roman Catholic 
colleague. Together we run a drop-in centre 
on campus. Our work tends to fall into four 
main areas: pastoral care of staff and 
students, teaching, spirituality and 
hospitality. 

I'm team coordinator for the Chaplaincy, 
so that makes me first point of call in the 
University. But in fact the RC chaplain and I 
tend to work very closely together and we 
are good friends. Alongside the day-to-day 
care and support of people, there are the 
longer term issues of thinking about what 
future events we might do that would open 
doors for people into the world of faith, 
trying to find funding for them and then 
running them. 

University chaplaincy can be at the very 
edge of the Church. That is both its gift and 
its curse. So, sharing ideas and experiences 
of the Christian faith with interested 
students and staff, at whatever level they 
wish to engage, is extremely rewarding. 

One of my favourite activities over the last 
year has been our weekly informal 
lunchtime theology seminar. We've been 
throwing some bread, cheese and 
doughnuts on a table and exploring 
theology with a group of Christians, atheists, 
agnostics and pagans. Every week we 
wondered whether we’d get anyone and 
each week we’d have about a dozen people. 
It’s a huge privilege. 



Buckinghamshire New University: Carrie Franklin 



STUDIED at Buckinghamshire New 
University back in the 1970s, when it was 
High Wycombe College of Technology. 

I moved away, never realising that I would 
one day return to work there. Now I am a 
member of a 12-strong team of chaplains 
who work to support students and staff. 

We offer care and support, especially at 
times of loneliness, sickness and spiritual 
need and help them explore issues of faith 
and belief. 

The chaplaincy aims to provide a more 
equitable and sustainable world within the 
university, giving regular opportunities for 
prayer and worship and providing a 
Christian presence and link for students of 
all faiths and none. 

I am the only paid member of the team, 
and am employed for 20 hours per week and 
it is a challenge fitting all I need to do into 
that time. 

I’ve helped build up the profile of the 
chaplaincy over the past three-and-a-half 
years and it is very rewarding to see it now 
becoming an integral part of the life of the 
university. 

I’m the first point of contact for staff and 
students who are looking for chaplaincy 
services and responsible for all of the 
chaplaincy’s administration. Along with the 
Revd Dr Gwen Collins, I sit on the 



Being on the 'edge' can make chaplaincy a 
bit lonely, and sometimes our work is not 
entirely understood by the secular 
institution it exists in. Equally some 
Christians who are used only to one model 
of sharing faith can find what we do a bit 
puzzling. 

Certain pastoral situations can also be very 
demanding, particularly the deaths of 
students. 

Thankfully, those are very rare. More 
often there's just an enormous sense of 
privilege in accompanying individuals 
through a seminal stage in their life- 
development. Seeing an unconfident 
student, or someone struggling with an 
issue, emerge and flourish is wonderful to 
see, a real resurrection moment. 






From left are Carrie Franklin, Revd Dr Gwen Collins, Prof Ruth Farwell (University Vice Chancellor) and 
Yasmin Omar, Mai Edgson and Dan Dean (from the Student Union). Copyright Bucks New University 



university’s Fairtrade Steering Group and which will become a ‘quiet room’. 



International Student Support Group. One 
of our achievements was to help the 
university achieve Fairtrade status. 

We have also just secured use of a room 



It has taken a while to secure this after we 
lost our chapel in the demolition works and 
new building of the university, so for me, 
this is great news. 
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Oxford University ’s Worcester College : The Revd Dr Jonathan Arnold 



ehind me are around a hundred 
new students waiting to begin their 
Oxford student careers. In a few 
moments I will have to stand up and talk 
to them and, although I think I am well 
prepared, now that it comes to it, what am 
I going to say? Luckily, I am not the first 
in line, so I observe how various other 
college officers (nurse, tutor for women, 
the dean, counsellor and so on) make 
their introductions. 

To my relief, even these experienced 
campaigners seem to be as nervous as I 
feel. My turn comes after the college 
doctor who exhorts the freshers not to 
come running to surgery at the first sign 
of a sore throat and talks sensibly about 
contraception. Then it’s my turn. I decide 
to make a joke: ‘Regarding 

contraception, if it does go wrong, look 
on the bright side: I can always baptise 
your babies.’ I am encouraged by the 
laugh, but I am only half joking. Since my 
appointment as Chaplain, just one month 
before, I have received four enquiries 
from Worcester College couples wishing 
to get married. ‘So, although you are all 
new’ I continue, ‘take a good look around 
you. Statistically, there’s quite a good 
chance that love is in the air.’ 

Thus begins my first speech on my first 
proper day as Worcester College 
Chaplain and I have about as much idea 
what the next three years hold in store as 
those new undergraduates do about their 
time in Oxford. But as I introduce myself 
to these, as yet, anonymous people, I 
realise that I am explaining the role of 



Chaplain as much to myself as to them: 
my place in the college is unique in that I 
am not a fellow or member of the 
governing body, I do not have disciplinary 
power over anyone. 

It’s all a very long way, although not 
geographically, from my parish training 
as curate in Chalgrove and Berrick 
Salome in Oxfordshire, although perhaps 
not too far removed from my background 
as a professional choral singer, academic 
church historian and clergy husband. I 
am in a place of academic excellence 
inhabited by people of all faiths and 
none, where the ancient statute requiring 
a Christian Chaplain is seen, by some, as 
anachronistic. 

What I am most looking forward to is 
that privilege of being able to listen to 
people who need an ear and also having 
the sole responsibility for making sure the 
Chapel is a centre for prayer and worship. 
Now in my second term there have 
already been some great highlights to 
look back on: the vibrancy of student life 
and the enthusiasm these intelligent 
young people have for learning and the 
stimulating academic environment. One 
particular highlight has been the success 
of my lunchtime discussion group where 
views about God, ethics or just life, can be 
aired and ideas thrashed around without 
fear of undue judgement or ridicule. 

There has been the joy of seeing the 
Chapel packed out for Sunday night 
services, including Freshet's’ Evensong, 
the Remembrance Day Service and the 
Christmas services. I have also relished 




Evensong 
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the chance to invite and meet interesting 
guest preachers and to learn about their 
lives and ideas over a wonderful dinner 
on high table; and, not least, the 
opportunity to pursue my own academic 
research, making the most that Oxford 
has to offer. 




Oxford University ’s Jesus College : The Revd Jennifer Brown 



t the beginning of January, I 
moved from being a curate in an 
Oxford parish to being chaplain at 
Jesus College. Chaplaincy in an Oxford 
college is both like and unlike parish 
ministry. 

The most obvious way in which it 
resembles parish life is that the rhythm of 
the chaplain’s week is set by the sendees 
that occur throughout the week and, of 
course, there are plenty of committees 
and meetings. 

The way in which it differs most from 
parish ministry is that Christmas and 
Easter are holidays. Another key 
difference is the breadth of the college 
community and, within it, the chapel 
community. Christians of several 
different denominations and a variety of 
churchmanship are represented in the 
chapel, as are non-believers who are 
attracted by the music and/or the 
tradition of Choral Evensong (our main 
weekly service). Catering for and 
reaching out to such a diverse 
worshipping community is a challenge, 
but a stimulating one. 

Pastoral care is, as I’ve found, a very 
important part of the chaplain’s role, and 
I am actively involved in the welfare 
provision of the college. Being a chaplain 
is also a very missional role, in that I am 
here to serve the college community in 



Christ’s name. Pastoral care and chapel 
services play a part in this, but it also 
encompasses such things as supporting 
and encouraging the choir and organ 
scholars (who aren’t necessarily 
Christians, despite the part they play in 
the chapel worship), being a provider of 
information, lending a hand with 
practical things and generally doing my 
best to make a positive contribution to 
the life of the college. 

If I were asked what the best part of 



being a college chaplain is, I would have 
to say that it’s the people. As I’m new at 
this job, people do frequently ask me how 
I like it. I have just 3 words to answer 
them ? I love it! 



ONLINE 



Visit www.oxford.anglican.org to 

read the stories of more university 
chaplains. 
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FREE SPECIALIST 
CATALOGUE 



AVAILABLE 

National 
Fruit 
^Specialists 



Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 (8ft) ana many on M27 (4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more! 



Send for latest 
Catalogue loads of offers 



DEACONS NURSERY 

Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24hrs) 

Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575 
Email: info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 
or visit our website 
www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 



NEW 

AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION, NON FICTION, 
BIOGRAPHY/MEMOIR, HISTORICAL 
POETRY, SPIRfTUAL/SELF-HELP, 
RELIGIOUS 

WRITE OR SEND 
YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO: 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE. 

2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM 
TW1 4EG, ENGLAND 

www.athenapress.com 

info@athenapress.com 






COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 
METHODIST MINISTER 

Short or long term counselling by 
experienced and qualified practitioner. 
Spiritual direction also offered. 

Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 





European Puppet and Creative 
Arts Ministry Festival 
Derby 23rd - 24th Oct 2009 
Reading 30th - 3 i st Oct 2009 



A two day training event for everyone involved 
in creative arts and children's ministry 



Practical workshops on puppetry, ventriloquism, 
gospel illusions, ballooning, story telling, dance, 
hand mime and much more 



Whether absolute beginner or wanting to 
enhance your skills, young or old, there % 
will be something for everyone. ^ tm**. 

For more information 
and to book, | 

go to our website, 
or call: 01472 241068 









Customer friendly 
design & print 

For all your business 



Cornerstone Vision publishes this 
Diocesan newspaper. 

We also serve the needs of 
businesses all over the UK 
with excellent design 
and print services 

Business Stationery • Brochures 
• Leaflets • Websites 

For a competitive quote and 
great customer service 

Tel: 01 752 225623 

service@cornerstonevision.com 
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Become a professional 
foster carer with FCA... 

WE OFFER 

rom £390.25 per child, per week 
4 hour support, 7 days a week 
A local team of professionals 
High quality training Paid respite 

So. if you’re able to look after children aged 10+, 
can manage demanding behaviour and you 
have a spare bedroom... 



Please call: 

01296 628300 or 
0800 085 2225 

www.iwanttofoster.com 



foster care associates 



Good news for car buyers... 



fall an Autosave Personal 
Advisor now on 0845 122 6902. 

We'll save you time: 

Our experienced advisors 
can help you decide on the 
right car for your needs. 

Well give you total peace of 
mind: 

Minimum 1? months parts 
& labour guarantee 
Minimum 12 months 
roadside assistance 

• HPI/VMC mileage and 
history check 

Free accident management 
scheme. 

We'll give you excellent value: 

Passing on the benefits of 
our massive buying power 

• Cais from just U , 995 
Part exchanges welcome 
Finance available 





www.autosave.co.uk 



...we can find 
the right car for 
you! 






* Thank you for your help 
and advice, hard work 
and patience with our 
recent cai purchase. It is 
ideal, just what we had 
hoped for/' 

Rev & Mrs Laws 




Call now: 0845 122 6902 



OUR TEAM HAS OVER 2S YEARS 
EXPERIENCE SUPPLYING VEHICLES TO 
THE CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY 



autosave t 
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To advertise in 
The Door please 
call Roy on 
01 752 225623 




Courses, training, conferences 8c workshops in October 2009 



The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the November 2009 issue is 2 October. 







LOUDWATER: St Peter’s Church at 
7.30pm, ‘Celebrating Christ the 
Healer’ - The importance of healing in 
the mission of Jesus and his church. 
Details 01494 527526. 

OXFORD: St Margaret’s Church - 
Arks Week (last day 4 October). A 
celebration of creation. Details 
www.stmargaretsoxford.org 



OXFORD: A family variety concert 
to be held at St Clements Family 
Centre, Cross Street, Oxford at 
7.30pm. Cost £5 adult, £3.50 child 
(including refreshments). 

Email: christianmusicfellowship 
@talktalk.net 

Sunday 4 October 



OXFORD: Celebrating Sir Michael 
Sobell House at 3pm at the new 
cancer centre on the Churchill 
Hospital site. Details 
bob.whorton@orh.nhs.uk 

Wednesday 7 October 



AMERSHAM ON THE HILL: St 

Michael and All Angels at 4pm. 
‘Wholeness and Healing’. Details 
01494 726680. 




OXFORD: University Church of St 
Mary the Virgin, High Street at 
1 2.1 5pm. Eucharist for World Mental 
Health. Bread and soup lunch after 
the service. 



GORING: St Thomas of Canterbury 
are holding a Harvest Thanksgiving 
Service of Celebration at 1 0.30am. 
Preacher: The Bishop of Dorchester. 



CHARLBURY: St Mary the Virgin, 
Church Street. Oxford/ Dorchester 
Vocations Fellowship meeting at 
7.45pm, ‘Ways to deepen your 
relationship with God’ by Revd Mary 
Crameri. Details 01865 208291. 



BOURNE END: St Mark’s Church. 
Workshop - ‘Fundraising for 
churches’ led by Maggie Durran of 
Church Times. £30 per church (incl, 
two delegates). 1 .30pm - 4.30pm. 
Need to book. Details 01 628 
521 677 or email 
paynemichael27@yahoo.com 



AYLESBURY: Vocations Morning at 
the Church of the Good Shepherd, 
Churchill Avenue from 9.1 5am - 
1 .15pm. Details 01 296 681 250 or 
01844 290670. 

CHILTON: Sponsored walk for 
Christian Aid. Begins at All Saints 
Church, Church Hill 0X1 1 ORZ 
between 9am - 1 0am. Tel: 01 235 
51 01 1 9 for details and sponsor form. 

THAME: St Mary’s Church at 1 0am - 
3pm. Autumn Fayre. 

IVER HEATH: Apple Day at Home 
Cottage Farm, Bangors Road South 
from 1 1 am - 4pm. A great family fun 
day out. Details 

appleday.iverheath@googlemail.com 



ABINGDON: St Helen’s Church. 
Promenade concert and teas at 3pm 
followed by Choral Evensong at 
4.30pm. 



READING: St Nicolas Church, 

Earley RG9 7JN. Berkshire Vocations 
Fellowship meeting at 7.45pm. ‘The 
Ministry of Evangelism’ by The 
Bishop of Reading. Details 01 865 
208291. 

Wednesday 21 October 



ABINGDON: St Helen’s Church at 
7.30pm. ‘What makes a good 
childhood?’ Talk with Bob Reitemeier, 
Chief Executive of The Children’s 
Society. Tickets £5 on the door. 
Details 01 235 520144. 



OXFORD: Retired Clergy 
Association meeting in the Priory 
Room at Christ Church Cathedral at 
1 0.30am. Details 01 865 88021 0. 



OXFORD: The Unicorn Group are 
holding a meeting at 1 Canterbury 
Road, Oxford from 1 2.30pm - 2pm 
(bring packed lunch). Speaker: The 
Bishop of Dorchester ‘Working in 
Partnerships - opportunities and 
limits’. Details 01865 243865. 

FINGEST: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying on 
of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231. 




OXFORD: Town Hall, St Aldate’s at 
7.30pm. The Oxford Welsh Male 
Voice Choir presents an evening with 
three Welsh Choirs. Tickets £1 5. In 
aid of Helen and Douglas House. 
Details 01 869 331 245 or 0781 1 
517783. 

EASTHAMPSTEAD: St Michael & 
St Mary Magdalene at 7.30pm. 
Lecture by Dr Cynthia Gamble 
‘Desperate Romantics: Ruskin, The 
Rector and The Pre-Raphaelites at 
Easthampstead’. An exploration of 
the personalities and social networks 
that led to a flowering of Pre- 
Raphaelite art at Easthampstead. 
Entry is min of £5 donation. 

Sunday 25 October 



DORCHESTER ON THAMES: 

Dorchester Abbey at 7pm. Taize@7. 
Informal worship, part of the @7 
series. Everyone welcome. Details 
01865 340007. 

GREAT MISSENDEN: SS Peter 
and Paul are hosting the ‘Wisdom of 
Age Service’ at 2.30pm. The Bishop 
of Buckingham will be preaching. 
Details 01 367 870394. 



Courses & special events 



PREPARING AND LEADING ALL 
AGE AND FAMILY WORSHIP - 

This workshop, led by Revd Liz 
Simpson, is aimed at all those who 
find themselves facing the 
challenges of planning worship for all 
ages. The course is from 1 0am - 
4pm at Diocesan Church House, 
Oxford on Saturday 1 7 October and 
cost £1 8. Details and booking form 
sheila.townsend@oxford.anglican.org 

THE DAWNING OF THE 
KINGDOM: Theological 
considerations for today’s world. 

Talks throughout October/November 
on Tuesdays at 8pm at St Margaret’s 
Church, St Margaret’s Road, Oxford 



0X2 6RX. Free admission. Details 
www.stmargaretsoxford.org/calendar 

SILENT CONTEMPLATIVE 
RETREAT at Stanton House, Oxford 
from 9-11 October. The Witness will 
be Canon Michael Brotherton. Details 
01993 883966. 



Competition winners 

Mrs Gray from Chesham; Mrs Watts 
from Tilehurst; Mrs Cook from 
Leighton Buzzard; Mrs Tyler from 
Garsington and Betty Course from 
Newport Pagnell were the winners of 
the competition featured in the 
September edition of The Door. They 
have all won a copy of ‘Good Food 
Stories' by Tony Hodgson. 

Church Cathedral 



Services at Christ 

Sundays: 

8am Holy Communion; 1 0am Matins (coffee in Priory Room); 11.1 5am 
Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

Weekdays: 

7.15am Morning prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 1pm Wednesday only 
Holy Communion; 6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 
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Just a cursory glance on the World Wide Web will open 
up a whole world of ideas on the subject of retreats. You 
may be more than a little surprised to find you can have 
detox retreats; rural retreats, chic boutique hotel retreats 
and even surf goddess retreats. 

GETTING THE CORRECT RETREAT 

As you can see, not all retreats are Christian let alone ‘spiritual’ in the wider 
sense of the word. It’s worth taking time, therefore, if you are looking for time 
out for a life affirming or life changing event, that you check the provider 
before making a booking. 






t 



Rest & Retreat 
Holidays 
Croup bookings 
5 mins, walk to Sea 
All rooms en suite + TV 
Services in Chapel 



% L ?X e§ keativQ t 



01303 230762 



95 Seabrook Road, 

Hythe, Kent CT21 5QY 
www.cautleyhouse.org.uk 
cautleyhouse@compuserve.com 
DIRECTOR: Revd. P. Vowles 
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Contemporary en-suite accommodation with coffee and WiFi available 24hrs 
Friendly and relaxed welcome guaranteed for groups of 1 2 to 300 delegates 

Central, accessible locations and flexible approach to individual needs 

- the perfect package" 

“Your input and helpfulness and that of ail the staff was very much 

appreciated . " 

National Youth ALPHA Weekend 

“ The food was delicious , the service was great , and the little extras made a 

big difference. * 

Latin Link 

"Wq do appreciate you and your staffs friendliness , helpfulness, and 
unobtrusiveness during the weekendir 
Friends International 




‘Wyra Forast. anti Northampton 



Lee Abbey is for you . . . 

Conference, Retreat & Holiday Centre in beautiful North Devon 
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16-20 November 2009 (Mon-Fri) Enjoying the angles 



An opportunity to look at the distinct perspective of each of the gospels, 
and bring the Lord into fresh focus. Lee Rayfield, Bishop of Swindon, is a 
gifted speaker whose enthusiasm provokes much thought and discussion. 

4 nights from £204 full board 



16-20 November 2009 (Mon-Fri) 

Creative Christmas crafts and food 



Create something new for Christmas! The Lee Abbey team will lead 
different workshops each day offering a chance to learn new skills. 
A small charge will be made for the use of materials 
4 nights from £204 full board 



e our full programme visit 
.leeabbey.org.uk or call 0800 389 1189 





TIME AWAY FROM LIFE’S PRESSURES 

This small focus contains an example of some 
of the retreats and events lined up in the near 
future. It is not surprising that most venues 
seem to offer the opportunity for quiet 
reflection whilst walking in the garden or the 
nearby countryside. Things can become so 
much clearer when we give ourselves the 
opportunity to focus on our thoughts without 
the constant interruptions we can experience 
in the hurly burly of life. In fact the simple act 
of going to the place of the retreat is a 
physical reflection of the spiritual act that 
follows. 



Retreats come many and varied from the simplest of silent retreats to those 
on a specific theme. So if you are seeking to get closer to God through 
silence, prayer or painting then now is the time to start planning. Some 
retreats can fill quite quickly so it isn’t too early to book into an Advent Retreat 
indeed some of the more popular ones might already be full. You could even 
start thinking about Lent next year or planning a summer retreat if you have 
a specific activity in mind or possibly a particular retreat centre that you'd like 
to visit. 

I'VE NEVER BEEN ON A RETREAT BEFORE 

There must be many, very active Christians who will say that they've never 
been on or even considered a retreat. Just what is the attraction, what can 
this form of break offer? According to the people at the Pleshley retreat house 
in Essex, a retreat can be many things. Essentially, however, it is about time, 
space and silence. 

In our busy lives there is very often a need for time. Time to off load the 
problems and cares of life itself. It could be that the need is for space. We 
are very often surrounded by people and activity, yet in the midst of all of this 
can still feel isolated, out of step or alone. In many types of retreats we are 
purposely alone. This can actually help us find our one-ness with nature and 
with God. 

Do you live in a busy urban area? A lot of us do. The constant small talk, 

• continued on next page 




St Columba’s House 
Retreat & Conference 
Centre 

The Place to Meet in Woking 
WE ARE FULLY OPEN! 

Now with 22 single and 5 twin ensuite 
bedrooms with telephone, internet connection, 
and freeview TV facilities. We have 8 meeting 
rooms, with internet, for small to large groups, 
Spirituality Library, new Oratory, roof meditation 
garden, and our Chapel which seats up to 60. 
Within easy reach of London Heathrow Gatwick 
Airports, M25, M3, and A3. Woking Mainline 
Station to London Waterloo 22 minutes. 

www.stcolumbashouse.org .uk 
To book our facilities: 
retreats@stcolumbashouse.org.uk 

T: 01483 766498 

Maybury Hill, Woking, Surrey. GU22 8AB 
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Christian Community 



A place to relax, be 
together and learn 

Set in several acres of grounds, nestling amongst the beech woods 
of the Chilterns, The Wycliffe Centre is an ideal place to enjoy a 
relaxing conference, retreat or just simply a peaceful break in a rural 
location. 

Both professional 
and flexible, The 
Wycliffe Centre 
offers 
accommodation 
for up to 200 
people 
and conference 
facilities for up to 
160 people in a 
wide range of 
room sizes and 
styles, to cater 
for individual 
requirements. 




“A great haven of 
refreshment and 
encouragement”. 
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Time away to think spiritually 



Ivy House 

St Denys Retreat Centre 
3 Church Street 
Warminster BA 12 8PG 
Telephone: 01985 214824 

A place of rest, 
refreshment and renewal 

Easily accessible by 
train and car 

www.ivyhouse.org 




* continued from previous page 

background noises of radio and television, 
shopping to a perpetual backdrop of music can 
take its toll on us. The idea of periods of silence 
can seem daunting and might even initially put you 
off of the idea of a retreat, but many who have tried 
it have found it truly liberating. Some say that what 
they've experienced in the silence has altered the 
course of their lives for ever. 

WHERE TO GET HELP 

The Retreat Association office provides an 
information resource for individual inquirers, 



parishes and other groups seeking something 
suitable and can be contacted on 01494 433004 
You could also visit the Retreat Association's 
website www.retreats.org.uk. 

Most Diocesan Offices will also have contact with 
a variety of retreat providers if you are thinking of 
getting a group together. Indeed many Anglican 
diocese have retreat centres of their own. 

In the Chelmsford diocese it can be found at 
Pleshley. There is much to be gained spiritually as 
well as emotionally by taking time out to 
contemplate, returning home refreshed and 
renewed. 
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green pastures 

resources for life 



Friendly, relaxed Christian Centre, a mile from the 
sea. We have 20 bedrooms, mostly ensuite, daily 
prayer times & seasonal heated pool. A peaceful 
setting for guests to spend time 
with God and restore wholeness 
of body, mind and spirit. Why not 
press the PAUSE button on your 
life and take time out with God. 

Come when you like from 2 days 
to 3 weeks. 




Green Pastures. 17 Burton Road. Poole. Dorset. 8H13 6DT 
email admtn@green-pastures.org 01202 764776 www.green pasturej.org 
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We practise and teach 
contemplative meditation in 
the Christian tradition at 
residential and day courses 
in Dorchester and elsewhere. 

We welcome visitors to experience the benefit of meditation in 
a group. Marian Dunlop House is the home of the Fellowship 
where we hold small gatherings and meetings. 

We welcome people and groups to stay in our quiet, 
comfortable and friendly house which has many books 
on contemplative meditation. Please contact : 

Marian Dunlop House, 8 Prince of Wales Road, 
Dorchester, Dorset DTI 1PW. Tel: (01305) 251396 

fellowship.meditation@virgin.net 

www.fellowshipofmeditation.org 

Charity No: 213323 
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St John's Convent 

Retirement Rest Home & 
Holiday Accommodation 
for Priests and Ministers 
of all denominations 

Situated in 14 acres of central Berkshire. The 
accommodation consists of single rooms and apartments. 
There are private walks and a beautiful chapel. 

Please contact Sister Veronica 

Tel: 0118 940 2964 

Kiln Green, Reading, Berkshire RG10 9XP 

^ Registered Charity No. 233237 
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All 

HALLOWS 

CONVENT 

Guesthouse accommodation 

retreat... rest... renewal... relaxation 

Set in beautiful countryside on 
the Norfolk/Suffolk border, we 
provide retreat accommodation 
and room hire in an atmosphere 
conducive to reflection, study, 
prayer and solitude 

Self catering optional 

Ditchingham, Bungay, Suffolk, NR35 2DT 

01986 892749 

www.all-hallows.org 

a registered charity 2301 43 



HOLIDAYS 
AT HOME 
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HAMPTON MANOR 
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SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 



Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 



Cornish Country House Hotel 

in the Tamar Valley, bordering Devon. 
We offer high quality food and accommodation 
warm friendly hospitality and fellowship. 

Autumn breaks in October/November with 
three nights for the price of two - but our 

Christmas break is really something special I 

Please ask for details, etc. 

Phone 01579 370494 

email: hamptonmanor@supanet.com 
or visit our website at www.hamptonmanor.co. 
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LYNTON DEVON 
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Come and Enjoy a Traditional 
Christmas in Comfort with Delicious Home Cooking 

A warm traditional welcome welcome awaits you at 

Kingford House Hotel 

Silver Award 

Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally situated for coastal & Exmoor walks. 
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 for brochure and tariff 
patriciokingford@aol.com 
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 




OBERAMMERGAU 

2010 

PASSION PLAY TOURS 

Places Jdvai(a6Ce c May - Septem6er 2010 

www.oberammergau.webs.com 
tel 0800 04 39 384 

CAMINO 
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Cheddar Wells - Glastonbury 

Self catering, short and long stays. 

Our cottages are comfortable, warm, cosy and loved. 

www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 

emaihinfo@pottingshedholidays.co.uk 

01749672857 






Come to the Shropshire Hills 

A warm welcome awaits at our family-run cottages, maintained 
and equipped to a high standard. Beautiful location at Church 
Stretton in Shropshire, easy access to Ludlow, Shrewsbury & 
Ironbridge. Ideal for all the family. 

TEL 01 694 722869 for a brochure or visit 
www.botvylefarm.co.uk 
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The Highbury Centre, 
London. 

Christian Guest House on 
quiet private road. 

Free on street parking nearby. Reductions 
for full-time Christian workers. 

Tel: 0207 226 2663 

www.thehighburycentre.org 
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Lanzarote 

Play a Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel 01454 260619 

unvw. wohtenhomes.co. uk 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Ful details and brochure 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265 683 

info@casaroleander.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 



to (Jersey 

'^Direct from Oxford 
Ai ypov-fc id Jl.0i0 





Cottage to let 
S.W. Ireland. 

Fantastic views, 
sleeps 4/6 and cot. 
Completely modernised. 
Tel. 01280 815272 Sept, 
Oct 1/2 weeks or long let. 




EASTBOURNE 

4 STAR GUESTHOUSE 

3 Nights for 
price of 2! 

Two sharing, close to 
theatres, restaurants and 
the sea. valid until 28th 
February 2010 (Not valid 
Christmas to New Year) 
TEL 01323 639639 
www.theardenhotel.co.uk 




Th& Glenbourne' 



A comforta6Ce fioteC in the popular 
fACum Chine area of Bournemouth. 

Hear to the seafront with excellent BCuefCag 
Beaches, Bus stop right outside, parking, rooms 
for l, 2, 3 or 4 peopfe. JAlT Tn-suite. 'Tea/ coffee 
facilities and tv/radio in each room. 
Convenient for 'Bournemouth, TooCe and many 
other attractions. 'Reasonable rates. 
Telephone 01202 761607 

www.thegCenBour7ie.co.iik ■ info@thegfenBourne.co.uk 



Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Fully Comprehensive Travel Insurance for 
anyone up to 85 years of age. 

WINTER SPECIALS NOW AVAILABLE 

superb annual multi trip cover available with 
most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 

For more information and 
details please call - 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A. 





After the incredible success of the Oxford-Jersey flights this 
summer, we are now taking bookings for 2010 - with even 
more flights and many holidays at this year’s prices. 

Don’t delay. Book now. 

Call us, call in, or visit our website for details. 

Great Experience Travel - your Jersey specialist. 






> 

lersey 



6-7 Waterloo Walk, High Street, Witney, 0X28 6 EU Alriilfii ic 
Tel: 0645 2178264 mob: 7768 406760 W ** 

e-mailigreatexperiencetravel@tarsc.net 
www.greatexperiencetravel .co.uk 
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Mental health ministry 



Test your Bible Mettle 



by Anne Holmes 

T his is an unusual book. It is the 
combined work of an Anglican 
priest and his wife, a clinical 
psychologist. It comprises their 
collaborative reflection on their 
experience of ministry in a church where 
the previous vicar had been murdered. 

It draws on parallel frameworks 
offered by the liturgy of the Eucharist 
and good clinical psychological practice. 
This structure is, in my view, both its 
strength and its weakness. On the one 
hand it offers a safe context in which to 
explore painful experience. On the 
other hand their experience seems at 
times to be made to fit into their 
framework. 

In the USA ministry training includes 
clinical pastoral education, drawn from 
Ajiton Boisen’s understanding of the 
human being as a 'living human 
document’. This rigorous preparation 
for pastoral care finds its counterpart in 
English theological training in pastoral 
theology with some training in pastoral 
skills, but it is patchy and locally 
determined. Various handbooks have 
appeared recently to help vicars, curates 
and training incumbents but there are 
many gaps. This book will do something 
to fill one of those gaps, namely the 



Disturbed by Mind and 
Spirit 

Gavin and Joanna Knight 
Continuum: £1 2.99 




difficulty in engaging with those 
parishioners who have mental health 
problems and I am glad it has been 
written. It could be useful both for those 
in ministry training and those already in 
ministry. When offered pastoral 
placements so many students opt for 
mainstream hospitals, thinking that they 
will be more relevant to parish ministry 
than a mental health hospital placement. 

While such a placement is not for the 
faint hearted, this book helps to affirm 
how relevant some understanding of 
mental health issues is to parish ministry. 
This involves attending to one’s own 
struggle. Gavin and Jo Knight show what 
a rich seam this is for authentic ministry. 

The Revd Anne Holmes is a 
psychotherapist and retired Team 
Chaplain with the Oxfordshire and 
Buckinghamshire Mental Health NHS 
Foundation Trust. She will be preaching 
to mark World Mental Health Day at 
Oxford’s University Church, St Mary the 
Virgin on October 8 at 1 2.1 5pm. 



by Ellie Cooper 



F or many teenagers reading the Bible 
can seem like a monstrous challenge, 
reading paragraph after paragraph of 
text that just doesn’t seem to make sense. 
However, in this new book aimed at 14-18 
year olds, Jonathan Brant has produced a 
‘decoder’ for young people as they read 
through the Bible. 

The Guide opens with an introduction 
to Bible reading including tips on how to 
approach it and why it is important. The 
main guide is divided into two clear halves 
covering the old and new testaments. 
Each section opens with a brief ‘scroll 
through’ of the forthcoming chapters; it 
moves on to look into each book in more 
detail. Each section includes 

explanations of key themes, how they 
relate to everyday life and important Bible 
passages. The explanations are clear and 
easy to follow and the passages help to 
break up what could potentially seem like 
a mammoth task. 

The Guide also focuses on particular 
characters through ‘the man and his 
message.’ There Brant looks at how the 
characters lived, what their fears and 
concerns were and how their message can 
affect us today. The Guide also covers 
issues that affect teenagers and helps to 
encourage them in their faith. It is able to 
approach the relative topics in a fun way 
using clever anecdotes and covering each 
section in a readable and succinct 




manner, while still stressing the 
importance of reading the actual Bible, 
not just the guide. 

Brant clearly understands teenage 
perceptions about reading the Bible and 
uses these concise and accessible 
explanations to provide a new take on 
Bible reading. 

Ellie Cooper is 1 6 and attends St Aldate’s 
Church, Oxford 



Win The Road Well Travelled 

The Door has three copies 
of David Winter’s The 
Road Well Travelled 
(Canterbury Press, £8.99) 
to give away. 

To be in with a chance of 
winning simply send your 
name and address to The 
Road Well Travelled competition, The 
Door, Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey Lane, Oxford 0X2 9 HP, by 
Friday, 8 October. 
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There will be many older readers who remember a time when 
there were about five radio and two television channels in 
Britain. 

We’ve all seen the choices grow with many new advances in quality 
and diversity of subject matter. First there was commercial television, 
then radio. These were followed by cable and satellite and now we find 
ourselves in the centre of the digital revolution bringing with it hundreds 
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EWTN 

CATHOLIC TV 

IS NOW ON SKY 
- EPG 589 

Radio is on EPG 0147 

£146 total cost for equipment and installation 
With no monthly costs 

For information & free monthly 
programme call 

0208 350 2542 

EWTNffi 

GLOBAL CATHOLIC NETWORK 



of extra choices of stations and subject matter. Some 
regions have already gone digital with the rest of the country 
to follow shortly. 

Whilst most will welcome these changes they will want to 
ensure that the programmes they watch add to the quality of 
their life, their learning and their spiritual direction rather 
than shock them at regular intervals. Sadly much of 
mainstream television and radio leans towards 
sensationalism. 

Sadly extra channels does not always mean a bigger 
choice of quality programming. Satellite, cable and Freeview 
have all opened up more opportunities for 
new broadcasters and the use of digital radio 
has increased the possibilities even more. 

There can be few people unaware that 
Christian organisations have taken up the 
challenge and that it is now possible to 
access specifically Christian programming 
in this country both on TV and radio. Major 
players include GOD TV, Premier Radio 
which is now available throughout the 



country on Freeview digital, Calvary Chapel Radio and TWR. 

Not forgetting the musically and community orientated 
Cross Rhythms Radio. The later organisation has seen 
exceptional growth these last few years launching Christian 
local radio in several cities as well as being a big player in 
on-line broadcasting. 

There are programmes from British broadcasters as well 
as European arms of American organisations. 

For those seeking the greatest choice they will probably 
opt for a Sky dish in order to receive the many radio and 
television channels on offer. Others will be pleased with the 
choice available through cable or digital. 
It is often overlooked that many 
broadcasters can be listened to and 
viewed over the Internet. 

Elsewhere in this issue you can read 
about the work of the Christian 
Broadcasting Council who work tirelessly 
to ensure that the voice of Christianity is 
heard throughout the broadcasting 
media in this country. 





Trans World Radio 

God's Word in today’s world 



Trans World Radio in the UK produces and broadcasts a huge variety of 
quality Christian radio programmes for teaching, encouragement, 
entertainment and outreach. 

The schedule includes daily Bible studies, family programmes and 
slots by many well known preachers and evangelists. 

You can listen to TWR on digital television, on your radio or on-line. 
Tune in today, or call 0161 923 0270 for your free listening guide. 










I Tra»«s Wterfcj Rarf* o PO 606. ASf«Ktwnn. WAN 2YS Telephone OHM 923 0270 
Email: ;jfg ok Web www.twr u% u«c 



Listen to 

TWR TODAY in "W! 
your own home ... 

{Hfeb On the TV; 

mm 

HfeC Satellite 

channel 0 1 38 
Freesat 790 
On-line: www.twr.org.uk 

Call 

0 1 6 1 923 0270 

for a free 
listening guide 

1467 <»n»ww9.8uo & 6.i 05 MN»tw 
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Just 15 years ago, it seemed 
impossible that Christian radio or tv 
could be licenced in the UK. 
Christians were banned and barred 
from holding an independent 
broadcast licence to broadcast 
Christian programmes and music. 

Fast forward to 2009, and due to the 
enormous effort of individuals and 
organisations - and the power of prayer - 
Christian media is a reality, and a huge 
industry today worth well over £30 million. 

In the last five years, technological 
advances have opened wide and accelerated 
the opportunities available to media groups. 
Platforms such as digital, satellite, DAB, 
DRM and the internet have widened the 
access to media outlets with the media 



By Olave Snelling 



UCB, God TV, Cross Rhythms, GNBA, 
SAT7, Revelation TV and 10 UK Christian 
ethos Community Radio Stations - as well 
as numerous internet Christian radio 
stations. 



We know that literally hundreds of 
thousands of people are benefiting from 
Christian programming to build up their faith, 
and for those outside the church, introducing 
them to the Christian faith. We know. 
Statistics show it, millions of telephone and 
on-line conversations confirm it. 



Christians must and do grasp every 
opportunity to make God’s voice heard - and 
goodness knows we need it in these times of 
financial insecurity and social upheaval. 



both social and political - as we have seen 
in a most pronounced way recently. We live 
in exciting, but challenging days. We need 
strategy, and God has a plan. 

CBC (Christian Broadcasting Council), a 
membership organisation, was established 
in 1983 out of a meeting in the House of 
Lords presided over by Lord Caldecote. 
CBC has fought the fight behind the scenes 
and lobbied Parliament for freedoms which 
seem now inalienable post-2001 
Broadcasting Bill. 

Yet here we are in 2009 watching and 
praying as Christians prayerfully fight for 
basic freedoms such as ‘freedom of speech’ 
in debates in Parliament, sometimes in odd 
contexts such as the Coroners’ and Justice 
Bill. 




pioneers leading the way: TWR, Premier, Media focus has been dictating agendas - 



Financial meltdown brings 



Many Christians are concerned about this, 
yet feel individually they do not have the 



Olave Snelling f CEO of CBC 

ability to do anything about it - but by 
working together in support of Christian 
media and Christians working in the media, 
we do! So please consider attending our 
conference, or becoming a member of CBC. 



tremendous opportunity 



In the midst of global meltdown in the 
financial sector and uproar and upset 
in the nation’s political and social 
life, CBC believes that God has a plan 
for the Christian voice to be heard in 
the UK - through Christians in strategic 
places, relayed through the media in 
general when given the opportunity, 
and through Christian Media points. 

“There has to be a clear sound,” said 
Olave Snelling. “If the trumpet gives an 
uncertain sound, to what point can the 
people rally? 

‘This is a time of unprecedented opportunity 
for Christians and for the Christian voice in 
our land. As St Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, to 
whom else can we turn, for you have the 
words of eternal life!’ In the fragility of our 
present national situation we at CBC 
determine to do all we can to encourage a 
united prophetic church that is neither 
subservient to the state nor its master, but is 
- its active conscience; a church that works 
with transparency, integrity and accountability 
to its own tenets and the God we proclaim; a 
church that is committed to discipling and 
releasing the body of believers to their full 
service of both God and society, including in 
the media.” 

Olave is clear about the role of CBC in the 
UK: “We want to declare that we will be 
persistent about our Christian role in this 



AndrewsLaw 



Solicitors 

...are pleased to support CBC 



Christian Law firm, specialising in: 

• Charity law and advice 

• Charitable and not for profit organisations 

• Media, music and entertainment work 

• Christian interest court cases 

• Commercial law advice for Christian businesses & 
businesspeople 



Contact Rob Andrews at 

Stargate Business Centre, Faraday Drive, 
Bridgnorth, WV15 5BA Tel 01746 769 700 
Email - rob@andrewslaw.co.uk www.andrewslaw.co.uk 



society, we will persevere in the face of 
opposition and we refuse to back down 
about our vision for a prosperous, safe, 
healthy and godly nation. To this, under our 
Lord Jesus Christ and with the help of His 
Spirit, we commit ourselves. 

“We likewise call on our Lord to bring forth 
His Word: “Fear not... for the battle is not 
yours but God’s.... take your position, stand 
still, and see the victory of the Lord on your 
behalf.” (2 Chronicles 20: 15, 17) 

CBC holds monthly ‘Media Prayer’ meetings, 
where as many as are able meet to pray for 
one another, and for individual Christians in 
the Media. They receive prayer requests 
from far and wide. “We find ourselves 
focussing more and more on prayer and are 
seeing amazing results,” said Olave, “We 
see the need for an urgent turning to God in 
prayer, so we have renewed our efforts, 
personally and collectively. We say, along 
with Jehoshaphat ‘Without You we can do 
nothing. ...Our eyes, Lord, are on you’.” 

Christians working in mainstream media, 
and Christian media, are on the rise on every 
media platform, not least the proliferation of 
new media and global means of communication. 
CBC believes that there is a clear role for 
Christians in support of this. “We believe 
God is encouraging us to be bold and very 
courageous and to expand our reach and 
enlarge our tent.” Said Olave, “We need to 
both help the world and contribute heroically 
and spiritually to our calling, encouraging 
one another in tough times.” 

Olave gave a rallying call to everyone who 
is concerned to see Christian values fully 
represented in all aspects of life in the UK, 
through media: “Can we neglect so great a 
salvation? No we can’t! Be part of this move 
to pray for and see our nation changed as 
we join together to seek first the Kingdom of 
God”. 




Set in 30 acres of beautiful grounds in Chiltern’s countryside overlooking the Chess 
Valley, Latimer Place is an inspiring venue. With easy transport access (tube, rail and 
just near the M25), this rural idyll provides a magnificent backdrop to this year’s CBC 
Conference. A gym, indoor pool and sauna provides the perfect opportunity to 
unwind, and the food is excellent. For directions to Latimer Place please see 
www.devere.co.uk 



CBC PRAYER FOR MEDIA - a powerful 
monthly intercessory meeting in Central 
London to pray for the media and those 
working in the media . Please e-mail 
infoQctoc.org.uk for dates and venue. 
Please join us. 



To find out more about the work of CBC 
and this year’s conference, please see the 
information in this feature, or go to 
www.cbc.orfl, uk 




ation about the work of the 



Council 







www.cbc.org.uk 
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This is the theme of our CBC09 Conference on November 27 and 28, 
2009, at the beautiful Latimer Place Conference Centre in Chesham, 
Bucks. 

If you are concerned about how the UK is being impacted through the Media, if you are 
concerned about the next generation and about the medium and the message, THEN THIS 
CONFERENCE IS FOR YOU! Join the CBC family at this stunning Conference venue for 
encouragement, revelation and inspiration. 

The conference will be focusing on some 
pertinent issues, with some very 
distinguished speakers, who will be 
addressing the impact of the further 
marginalisation of the Christian faith in many 
areas of the nation’s life, and the challenges 
Christians face through increasingly 
aggressive legislation. 

For the same price as last year’s CBC 
conference, the all-inclusive fee of £160 for 
24 hours includes: full day conference (including lunch), 3-course dinner (with our after- 
dinner speaker and entertainment), overnight accommodation, breakfast, and a morning 
session, as well as use of all facilities. This is great value for money in these difficult times. 
Day only rates are also available. 

CBC Conference speakers 

Charlynne Boddie - Charlynne teaches around the UK and world on vision, 
purpose and how to hear God's voice as a lifestyle. God has taken her broken life 
and enabled her to fulfil her dreams of being a magazine editor; President of 
Women in Film; a federal spokesperson; a White House lead media officer; having 
the opportunity to minister to Oprah Winfrey; having her own TV show in Hollywood; 
becoming an author/motivational speaker and becoming a minister that travels the world for 
Jesus. She is always encouraging others to consider what dreams lie within them that have 
yet to be fulfilled. 

Revd George Hargreaves - Leader of the Christian Party, and a leading 
campaigner against the Incitement to Racial and Religious Hatred Bill, and the 
Assisted Suicide Bill and was one of the organisers of the anti-religious hatred bill 
prayer and praise rallies outside Parliament and in Hyde Park, and the Anti- 
Euthanasia rally outside Parliament, which was attended by hundreds of Christians 
including the Archbishop of Canterbury. 

Professor William Wagner - He has over twenty years of high level legal, 
executive, and academic experience. William currently holds a tenured law school 
professorship teaching ethics and constitutional law. A frequent speaker at world 
conferences, Professor Wagner has a special interest in the protection of free 
expression and the free exercise of religious conscience. 

Denis Wrigley - A writer, broadcaster and preacher, Dennis Wrigley travelled 
extensively and held senior management positions in industry before founding the 
Maranatha Community 28 years ago. Dennis Wrigley had many years experience 
leading a Christian youth movement, heading projects for urban regeneration and 
was actively involved in politics, being a Parliamentary Candidate on several occasions. 

H Andrea Minichiello Williams - is a barrister and has been working as a Christian 
lobbyist in the Legal and Public Policy arena in the United Kingdom for over 10 
years. She is Director of Christian Concern for our Nation (CCFON), which has 
over 30,000 supporters and of the Christian Legal Centre (CLC), its sister 
organisation, which is involved in taking a number of high profile Christian freedom 
and life cases. 

Pastor Celia Apeagyei-Collins - Founder and CEO of The Rehoboth Foundation, 
an Apostolic organisation offering LeadershipA/ision Development Consultancy, 
Motivational and Mentoring programmes together with Training for effective 
Leadership, dynamic Teamwork and the fulfillment of both Individual Destiny and 
Corporate Vision. She also heads and runs a Mentoring Network for Women 
Leaders called The Company of Women’. Celia in addition comes alongside pastoral leaders 
to help strengthen their churches and equip them for territory taking and city transformations. 
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27th November 



0900 - Refreshments & Registration - Networking Event 









1100 - SESSION 1 - WE SEEK STRATEGY hosted by Chris Cole 

Charlynne Boddie - Being a receptive satellite dish for the still, 
small Voice 

Dennis Wrigley - Hearing God, understanding the times 



1345 - SESSION 2 - GOD HAS A PLAN - A Voice to the Nations, hosted by 
Canon Ian Gooding with heads of Independent Christian Media 

1530 - SESSION 3 - CONFRONTING THE GIANTS hosted by Gareth Littler 
Andrea Minichiello Williams - Obey the law, abandon principle? 

Rev George Hargreaves - Media dictating political agenda - 
what’s our reaction? 



1700- Networking Events 












1900 - Dinner - APPLAUDING EXCELLENCE 

Professor William Wagner with performances from Debbie 
Holmes - international opera singer 











Gold Exploits Awards - honouring media pioneers 










Saturday 28th November 









0930 - ENCOURAGING ONE ANOTHER IN TOUGH TIMES 



TO BOOK ONLINE, or for more detailed ii 
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i Conference Booking Form 2009 i 

• Full Name (name to appear on badge) __ 

! Job Title Organisation ! 

! Address — ! 



Telephone / Mobile — 

Email 

CONFERENCE F EE STRUCT U RE no. 

Full conference delegate 27/28 Nov includes: day conference fee, lunch, refreshments, 3-course dinner £160 [ ] 

(with speaker & entertainment), bed & breakfast, Saturday morning prayer event 

Partner attending with delegate 27/28 Nov includes: lunch, 3 course dinner £60 [ ] 

(with speaker & entertainment) and bed & breakfast 

Day Conference Delegate 27 Nov includes: day conference fee, lunch, refreshments (0900 - 1700) £70 [ ] 

Evening dinner only 27 Nov includes: 3 course dinner (with speaker and entertainment) £35 [ ] 

PAYMENT OPTIONS 

Cheque payments total enclosed £ (Please make cheques payable to CBC) 



To register and pay with a credit / debit card via Paypal, please see our website www.cbc.org.uk (link on the CBC website or 
direct payments sent to info@cbc.org.uk ) 

PAYMENT IN INSTALMENTS (FROM SEPTEMBER ONLY) [ ] Please tick if applicable. 

We understand if you are not able to pay the full amount at once, we are happy to accept instalment payments. Either send us 
3 cheques, or advise your bank to set up a standing order as follows (if booking in September): £53 in September, £53 in October, 
£53 November (before 27th). Our Bank details: CAF Bank Ltd, account no: 00012224, sort code: 40-52-40 please use your name 
as reference. If you are booking in October/November please contact us. 

TERMS / ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 

Concessionary rates may be available - please email / speak to us (contact details below) 

By signing this form you are agreeing to the following: 

• Booking and payment for the Conference Dinner must be received by 11 November 2009. Exceptions discretionary. 

• Cancellations must be received in writing. Cancellations received 30 days before the conference- no penalty. Cancellations 14-30 
days before the conference- 50% of total costs, or a substitution 

may be made without charge. Cancellation within 0-14 days (including no shows) - 100% of the cost due to venue charges. 

Signed Date 

PLEASE RETURN PAYMENT AND FORM BY 11th NOVEMBER 2009 E-mail: info@cbc.org.uk 
Tel: 07948 659 823 Address: 28 Ferndown Road, London SE9 5JE 
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The Son is a proactive, provocative and uncompromising 
newspaper which aims to put Jesus back at the centre 
of society. 

Written and presented in an easy to read tabloid style, 
based on the UK’s biggest circulation newspapers, 

The Son is an ideal tool to reach believers and unbelievers. 

The 16 -page summer edition is now available. 

TheSM. We love him! Older yew coni 
by eaHWe The See Pettiee on 017S2 22 



Put families first 



Encourage your family life. 

Columnists: Tony & Anne 
Hobbs - marriage, Lindsay 
Melluish - parenting and 
Michele Guinness - faith. 



Reach families in your 
community. 

Use our Take Ten bulk order 
scheme to build relationships 
with families in your area. 






Subscribe on line www families*' stmagazin e com ' 
... p 0SC . send i heqpe ■ (payable to Ml ! : nterprfcgs 
Mother > 1 loion, ./ 1 u ton Street, jndt ■ SW >RB 










Support families around 
the world. 

Every issue sold raises 
around 50p to fund Mothers' 
Union work worldwide. 



LUXURY CARAVAN 




HOME FOR Si 



Oil 5-star Littlesea Holiday 




Parlatf 






Weymouth -vofedBest 

f s 

liday Park in 



. . 






(Only 
time licence oh the 
■holiday — 



For more information call 

07738 241 859 



■— 



and ask for Chris 




THE DIOCESE OF OXFORD 

YEARBOOK 

2009/2010 






To advertise in The Door call 01752 225623 




Wantage 

Residential Home 







Contact details for parish clergy, churchwardens and officers 
Details of chaplains and non-parochial clergy 
Central Services provided by departments at Church House 
Legal information 

Church facilities, accessibility, children’s and youth work. 

Download an order form or order on-line 

www. oxford .anglican.org/yearbook 

Tel: 01865 208225 



St. Katharine’s House has an unequalled reputation 
for the quality of life that the residents lead. 

This is more than a residential home for the elderly. 

St. Katharine’s is the opportunity to continue 
enjoying oneself in the company of friends. 

• Modem, well equipped Residential Home with care and 
nursing wing for 76 residents in 5 acres of lovely grounds 
near the town centre. 

• Excellent facilities include beautiful Chapel in grounds 

• Residents strongly encouraged to live independent lives 
within a unique, vibrant and rewarding community 

• From £375 per week 
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Prayer & reflection 

V- 



5 - 




As students embrace the 
new academic year, Martyn 
Percy explores the theology 
of new beginnings and what 
it means to have faith in our 
Shepherd. 




oody Allen is perhaps 
not best-known for his 
contribution to theology. 
But he has a nice line for 
all of us starting new 
ventures at the beginning of an academic 
new year, or perhaps as we begin a new 
job or challenge. How do we make God 
laugh? The answer is by telling him our 
future plans. 

Committing ourselves to a new future in 
which there are risks and uncertainties is 
something few of us relish. Yet it is a daily 
reality for us all. It is often necessary to 
make a distinction between real and 
illusory religion. It is tempting at such 
times to cling to comforting certainties and 
false hopes. Yet we know that deep down, 
the future is open, and that sating the 
cravinq for certainty is no substitute for 
faith. 

The philosopher John Macmurray says 
that the maxim of illusory religion tells us: 
‘Fear not; trust in God and he will see that 
none of these things you fear will happen 
to you’. But that of real religion is quite 
contrary: ‘Fear not; the things you are 
afraid of are quite likely to happen to you 
- but they are nothing to be afraid of’. 

George Fox, one of the early and best- 
known leaders of Quakerism, instructed 
his followers to ‘turn within to meet the 
light... and then wait in that which is pure’. 
This might seem like strange advice at the 
start of an academic year. After all, you 
might feel you have waited long enough. 




October prayer diary compiled by John Manley 



Eager to get on, get through, and then 
get out - ‘wait’ seems like an odd 
message to dwell on. Yet the secret of 
deep discipleship, as Fox knew, is to allow 
the cultivation of inward journeying, 
personal growth and transformation. This 
requires a stillness to accompany the 
eagerness. To move on with God, and to 
go deeper, requires a listening and a 
certain kind of openness. To accept that 
even as you have got to this stage - 
whether just starting, or now preparing to 
leave... or somewhere in the middle - that 
God will always start afresh with us. 



[..sating the cravingfor 
certainty is no substitute for 
faith. ’ 



There is no formula for this. It is not 
something to be ‘done’, ‘achieved’, or 
‘made to happen’. It is about being in the 
waiting. Understanding that as we 
prepare for the year ahead, we also let our 
hearts become prepared - letting God^ 
work through the purity, silence and quality 
of illumination that comes through listening 
and patient spiritual attention. Perhaps our 
best-known Psalm (23) captures the 
essence of our assurance. God will be 
with us - through whatever shadows or 
valleys we walk through. But we are never 
offered a detour. There is no way around 
the difficulties we face in life. Rather, 
Christian faith offers a way through these 
things. So as we face the challenges and 
opportunities of new starts, we step out in 
trust and in hope. We don’t know what our 
future looks like. But we don’t need to, 
either. 

The Revd Canon Prof Martyn Percy 
is Principal of the Oxford Ministry 
Course and Ripon College, Cuddesdon. 



Pray to the Father through the 
Son in the power of the Spirit for: 

Thu 1 : Anthony Ashley Cooper, 
social reformer. The chaplains at the 
universities and colleges in the 
diocese. 

Frl 2s All involved in the learning and 
teaching of theology within the diocese 

Sat 3s Abingdon Deanery: Area 
Dean Pam McKellen; lay chair Neil 
Rowe; the people, wardens, PCCs 
and support staff of the deanery. 

Sun 4s 17 th after Trinity, Francis of 
Assisi, founder of the Friars Minor. 
Abingdon Team: Clergy Charles 
Miller, Timothy Hewes, Simon Thorn, 
Laura Hodges, Tim Davis, Janet Taft, 
Ron Bushyager; LLM Tony Richmond, 
Anne Taylor, Barry Taylor, Colin Wood, 
David Lever, Nick McLeish, Derek 
Walker; youth pastor Andy Murray, 
children’s coordinator Valerie Challis. 

Mon 5s Everyone at Abingdon St 
Nicolas (VC) School. 

Tuo 6s William Tyndale, translator of 
the scriptures, reformation martyr 

Abingdon Peachcroft Christian 
Centre (Ecumenical): clergy Peter 
Bennett; youth pastor Lawrence 
Sharma. 

Wod 7s Appleton and 
Besselsleigh: clergy Lyn Sapwell. 



The governors, staff and pupils of 
Appleton (VA) School. 

Thu 8s Cumnor (St Michael, St 
Mary, St Andrew): clergy Geoff 
Maughan, Helen Azer, David 
Henderson-Slater; LLMs Martin 
French, Eve Lockett, Terry Sharp; 
youth worker Mrs R Hulse. Everyone 
at Cumnor (VC) School. 

Frl 9 : Robert Grossteste, bishop, 
philosopher, scientist. Fyfield with 
Tubney and Kingston Bagpuize: 
clergy David Pickering; LLM Ian 
Benstead. 

Sat 10s Kennington: clergy Tony 
Johnson, Peter Stanway, Em Coley. 
Everyone at Kennington St Swithun’s 
(VC) School. 

Sun 11: 18 th after Trinity, Philip, 
deacon. Marcham with Garford: 
clergy Richard Zair; youth/children’s 
worker Jill Rowe. Everyone at 
Marcham (VC) School. 

Mon 12s Edith Cavell, nurse, 
martyr Radley with Sunningwell: 
clergy Pam McKellen; LLMs Sue 
Sowden, Martha Young. Everyone at 
Radley (VC) and Sunningwell (VC) 
Schools. 

Tuo 13s Shippon: Currently in an 
interregnum. 



Wod 1 4s Esther John, missionary, 
martyr. Drayton: clergy Josie 
Midwinter, Rosemary Bruce. 

Thu 15s Teresa of Avila, teacher of 
the faith. Steventon with Milton: 
clergy Colin Patching; LLM Jack 
Jarvis. Everyone at Steventon St 
Michael’s (VC) and St Blaise (VC) 
Schools. 

Frl 1 6s Nicholas Ridley and Hugh 
Latimer, bishops, reformation martyrs. 

Sutton Courtenay with Appleford: 

clergy Helen Kendrick; LLM Tim Budd. 
Everyone at Sutton Courtenay (VC) 
School. 

Sot 17s Wootton and Dry 
Sandford: clergy John Cooper, Philip 
Tovey. Everyone at Wootton Boars Hill 
(VA) School. 

Sun 18s 19 tfl after Trinity, Luke, 
evangelist. Amersham Deanery: Area 
Dean Derrick Carr, lay chair Hilary 
Sheppard, ecumenical representative 
Tim Harper; the people, wardens, 
PCCs and support staff. 

Mon 19s Amersham on the Hill: 

clergy Diana Glover, Peter Binns, Alan 
Crawley. 

Tuo 20s Amersham with Coleshill: 

clergy Tim Harper, Derrick Carr; LLMs 
Tim Barnard, Ian Morgan, David 
Robinson; youth worker Colin 
Blandford. Everyone at Amersham St 



Mary’s (VA) and Coleshill (VC) Schools 

Wod 21s Beaconsfield: clergy 
Carolynn Croisdale-Appleby, Clive 
Rogers, Camilla Walton, Stephen 
Painting; LLM Hazel Chow. Everyone 
at Beaconsfield St Mary & All Saints 
(VA) School. 

Thu 22s Chalfont St Giles: clergy 
Tim Stacey, Melvyn Bleakley, Angela 
Thompson. 

Frl 23s Chalfont St Peter: clergy 
Charles Overton, Jim King, Wendy 
Graham, Nigel Rode. Everyone at 
Chalfont St Peter (VA) School. 

Sot 24 Chenies and Little 
Chalfont, Latimer and Flaunden: 

clergy David Allsop, Paul Collins, Mike 
Payne, children’s and families worker 
Ruth Boughton; LLM PatAnsell. 
Everyone at Amersham Common St 
George (VC) School. 

Sun 25s Last after Trinity. 

Chesham Bois: clergy Huw Davies, 
Derek Butler, Christopher Clare, Jamie 
Murray, Rob Baker; LLMs Jackie 
Lambert, Averil Stephenson; youth 
pastor; children’s worker Vikki Burton. 
Everyone at Chesham Bois (VC) 
School. 

Mon 26s Alfred the Great, king, 
scholar Denham: clergy Adrian Hirst; 
LLM Emeritus Joyce Tearall. 



Tuo 27s Gerrards Cross and 
Fulmer: clergy Martin Williams, James 
Leach, Meyrick Beebee, Alice 
Monaghan, Shawn Swinney (also 
youth worker); LLMs Jim Armstrong, 
John Hedley, Tony Jefferis; lay 
workers Christoph Lindner, Di 
Rowlandson; children’s worker Edda 
Lindner. Gerrards Cross (VA) School. 

Wod 28s Simon and Jude, 
apostles. Great Chesham team (St 
Mary the Virgin, St John, 

Emmanuel, Christ Church, St 
George, St John the Evangelist, St 
Michael & All Angels): clergy Simon 
Cansdale, Rebecca Harris, John 
Shepherd, Hilary Wilson, Matt Coles, 
Tim Yates; women’s and community 
worker Sarah Shelley; evangelist 
Andrew Patterson; LLMs Jean 
Corfield, Beryl Pearn; youth worker 
Jenny Davies; lay worker Hilary 
Unwin. 

Thu 29s Penn & Tylers Green: 

clergy Mike Bisset; LLM Beth Wili, 

David Carter. 

Frl 30s Penn Street (Holy Trinity, ^ 
Christ Church): clergy Bill Mason, 
Cathy Smith. Everyone at Curzon (VA) 
School. 

Sot 31s Martin Luther, reformer. 

Seer Green and Jordans: clergy -« 
Gaenor Hockey. Everyone at Seer 
Green (VA) School. 
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God in the life of . . 



Police chaplain Graham 
Choldcroft tells Jo Duckies 

how a sense of right and 
wrong and a series of ‘God- 
incidences’ led him through 
a career in the justice 
system, and on to ordination 
training. 

N 1966 England won the World 
Cup, three police officers died 
after a shooting in London and 
Graham Choldcroft left school. ‘I 
remember coming out of church 
thinking “I have to leave school, I’m 
wasting my time, ,,, says Graham. 

‘My Dad said I could leave school as 
long as I had something to go to, so I got 
a job in local government, but when I 
heard about the shootings of those police 
officers, I felt an intense anger.’ 
Meanwhile Graham was growing in his 
faith. He says: ‘Life with God for me was 
not the result of a “Road to Damascus’” 
experience; no blinding light or sudden 
transformation but just a growing 
awareness acquired in the same way I 
learned to speak. 

Graham’s father, a teacher and church 

‘...there was no blinding 
light or sudden 
transformation but just a 
growing awareness., d 



organist/choirmaster was the greatest 
evangelist in his life. ‘He taught me 
about God as much through the way we 
lived as by anything he said,’ he says. 

‘My mum died when I was six, and I 
remember an aunt trying to answer my 
“Why” questions by telling me Jesus had 
taken her. I never doubted God’s 
existence or his right to take her. I’ve had 
moments of doubt since then, and times 



when God has felt far away, or I’ve strayed 
from him, but that sense of God’s hand 
on my life has always come back. ’ 

Graham wanted to be a police officer, 
but he failed the entrance exams because 
of his eyesight and became a special 
constable, before landing a job working 
as a law clerk for the Crown Prosecution 
Service. His role saw him liaising with 
police and barristers before major court 
cases. 

His career included a stint in the CPS 
headquarters in London. ‘My abiding 
memory of that was boxes and boxes of 
gruesome photographs,’ he says. 

Graham returned to the Thames Valley 
as Area Business Manager, at a time when 
his faith was becoming increasingly 
important to him in the workplace. ‘I 
used to feel quite strongly that church 
was good at telling us what we should do, 
but not at telling us how to do it. Church 
life seemed to be very separate from 
secular life,’ he says. ‘Around that time I 
realised the qualities important to me 



were integrity, compassion and humility, 
which I interpreted as reflecting Micah 
6 : 8 .’ 

Pressure was growing on CPS staff and 
Graham was instrumental in establishing 
a prayer and mutual support network for 
Christians working in CPS ffiames Valley. 
He was also becoming more and more 
active at his church, St Mary’s, Thame. 

‘I was involved in the music and the 
PCC and was increasingly feeling called 
to some form of ministry which had a 
direct bearing on life in the secular 
workplace.’ 

In 2002 he came out of a meeting with 
the Diocesan Director of Ordinands, 
having decided to become a Minister in 
Secular Employment, a decision that 
worried his wife, Janet who he met while 
working for the CPS. He describes her as 
‘God’s greatest gift to him’ and says she 
has been his soul-mate and mentor for 
the last 30 years. Within a week he realised 
she was right, and that work pressures 
meant he could not take up the role. 



Then, in May 2006, Graham took early 
retirement and knew it was time to speak 
to a DDO again. After further vocations 
coaching and discernment, he was 
invited to start ordination training. The 
following month Graham, who is due to 
be ordained in July 2010, emailed the 
then force chaplain, Mark Badger, to 
offer his services working on the business 
administration side of the chaplaincy. It 
turned out Mark was standing in St 
Mary’s, Thame, and replied to Graham 
from his Blackberry, asking him to drop 
in and see him. 



Tm there for them , 
listening when they want to 
talk and being the butt of 
their humour 



Graham went, thinking he was going to 
get a commission to play the organ at a 
roads policing memorial service and 
some administration work, and came out 
having been invited to serve as a police 
chaplain in Didcot and Wallingford. He 
remained in that role until March last 
year, when he became the chaplain for 
the Oxfordshire Basic Command Unit 
(the unit charged with policing the 
Oxfordshire area). The dangerous side 
of policing leaves Graham awestruck. He 
recently attended a course training 
officers how to respond to chemical, 
biological, radiological and nuclear 
incidents. 

He says: ‘It’s scary stuff. It’s humbling 
to think I can be there with people who 
are prepared to undertake that job. The 
emphasis is on officer safety but 
inevitably there is a serious risk. These 
officers are trained to go into extremely 
dangerous situations. The amount of 
trauma and emotional stress they are put 
through is quite extraordinary. 

‘It’s an immense privilege just being 
alongside cops and feeling I’m there for 
them, listening when they want to talk 
and being the butt of their humour.’ 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and 
repaired. 

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and 
doors and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 



3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 
Fax: 0118 957 5865 



www, leadcraftstai nedglass.co , u 

By appointment only 
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Telephone: 01255 435577 
www.purposedrivenuk.com 1 
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Prayer Book 
_ Society 



We exist to promote the 
Book of Common Prayer 
Why not join us? 

www.pbs. 0 q 5 . uk 
Tel: 01189 842582 

Registered Charity No. 1099295. 
Company limited by Guarantee No. 4786973 




GREENS FUNERAL 
SERVICES 

Established 1866 

A family owned business with five 
generations of experience, offering a 
personal dignified 24 hour service 

Private Chapels of Rest 

Directors Annie Green and Ian Green 

21 High Street, Eynsham, Oxford 

Tel: 01865 880837 

Fax: 01865 882831 m 

^SP 

8 Bridge Street, Witney, 

Oxford & Memorial Showroom 

Telephone 01993 776486 

greensfs@aol.com 



To advertise in 
The Door 
please call 
01752 
225623 






